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Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, July 14, 2024 
Tone 2 / Eothinon 3 

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of Fourth Ecumenical Council 
Apostle Aquila of the Seventy; Joseph the Confessor, archbishop of Thessalonica 

• During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come, 
let us worship… save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead…” After the Little Entrance, chant these 
hymns in the following order: 

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION 
IN TONE TWO  أبوليتيكيون القيامة باللحنِ الثاني 

When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O 
Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou 
didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And 
when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the 
earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud 
unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to 
Thee. 

مل َياةَْْْ َتت  َْْْ   َتْْْ      م  ْت، َتُّ ام ام ا  اَْْْ َرمتْْْ  ا  عِنْْْم
اَْْ   ا  عَِنْْم نْ  هِ  كا ِْْ ِ  رِق  م ت  لج َتم  يُّامل حينئْْ أ َاْْ 

لِ  اَم  اِنم   تم ُّ     َق ُّمل  َلأام ا    م  َتثج ىل صْْ      ر تم
طي َتت  َِ    يين: َياةَ َتُّس ح  َلإتهل ا عم ََُِّ َتق اجَمِ َتسج

ا  تنْ  َتُّ مم
APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS 

IN TONE EIGHT  ثامنباللحنِ ال   القِدّيسِينالآباءِ  لأحدِ  أبوليتيكيون 
Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise 
Who didst establish our Holy Fathers as 
luminous stars upon earth, and through them 
didst guide us unto the true Faith, O most 
merciful One, glory to Thee. 

ل   سم ق حِل يَ ا نم َ سج نَ َتفَئِق  َتتجسم َ رمل  َ ياةَ َتُّ س ح  ْت ة 
مِ   بَِةِ اَكِب   اِع ةل  ك  ضِ  َلأ ام ل،  َتقِاّيسين  ع  رَ  آبَء 
ةِ   ُّ زيل  َت جحم ق قيّل يَ م  يمت نَ مُّ عًَ ْت، َلإيَُّنِ َتت  ك ا 

ا  ت ن  ْ َتُّ مم
• Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple. 

ORDINARY KONTAKION IN TONE TWO  ِالثاني قِنداق باللحن 
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to 
shame, mediation unto the Creator most constant, 
O despise not the suppliant voices of those who 
have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to 
come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: 
Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to make 
supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O 
Theotokos, them that honor thee. 

سْْْْ ط ة  ت ا ى   يم   َت َلِي ةل َتا  ة ع ة  َتُّ سْْْْ تيين  ل   ْْ يَ شْْ
اَمِ  ْْم ي ع نم َصْْْْْْْْ ِْْ ِ ضْْْْْْْْ دَ ل     عم د  يم   َتُّ  م َت َتِقِ ل 

ن   لِبْ َِ نَْ رتم كينَْ بَْتُّ عارْ ةِ بَُِّْ َرجْنِ ط  َ  ل رْ لم  ْ اَا  طْ  َت  
: بَدِاِ  ْت ،  َْْاِيِين  ْت منِ ببيَُّنأ ن  َتخْْ ةل رتم َْْتِت  صْْ
هل  ََتِْا    َلإتْ  ةِل يَْ  ِ عِي َي َتطِلمبْ  ََسْْْْْْْْْْْْْْم ةِ  فَْعْ  َتشْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ 

فِّع ة  دَئًَُِّ بُِّ ك  ِّاِ نِْ  َتُّ ت ش 
THE EPISTLE (For the Holy Fathers) ( القِدّيسِين )لأحدِ الآباءِ  الرسالة 
Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O ye 

righteous. 
Blessed are those whose iniquities are 

forgiven! 
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to 

St. Titus. (3:8-15) 

رمت ةِم اَ يَ  َ ياةَ مَ  ح اَ بَِت جبِّ ْ يق ان   ََ  اِّ  .َتخِّ
ِ يط اب ،   ْ  ذ راب ةِ    مم ل فِ  ن  تِلج

يسِ بولُسَ الرَّسولِ إلى   فَصلٌ مِن رِسالَةِ القِدِّ
 . تيطس
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Titus, my son, faithful is the saying, and 
concerning these things I desire you to affirm 
confidently, that those who have believed in 
God may be thoughtful of how to preside in 
honorable occupations. These things are good 
and profitable to men. But avoid foolish 
disputes, and genealogies, and contentions, and 
controversies about the Law; for they are 
unprofitable and vain. A man who is a heretic 
after the first and second admonition reject, 
knowing that such a one is subverted, and sins, 
being self-condemned. When I send Artemas to 
you, or Tychicós, give diligence to come to me 
to Nicopolis; for I have determined to winter 
there. Set forward Zenas the lawyer and 
Apollos on their journey diligently, that they 
may be lacking in nothing. And let our people 
also learn how to preside in honorable 
occupations, so as to help in cases of urgent 
need, that they should not be unfruitful. All 
who are with me salute you. Salute those who 
love us in the faith. Grace be with you all. 
Amen. 

تا    ط سل صَْْْْْْدِق ة  كِي  َتك لُِّة  َ  يَّكَ َ ايا  َ ن  يَ    َ
ناَ بَِلِله َي   جِ َت ين  آا  تّ، ي ةت  ا  ح  َتقِ َمِ بَِلأ عَُّلِ    ق  ِّ

ة ََتنََِّع  ن ة   سْْْْْْْْ  ِ اِ كِي  َلأ عَُّل  َتت  ن ةِل َ ة  سْْْْْْْْ  َ اَّ  ْ  َتت 
ََت  خْْْْْْْْْْْْْْااَْْم    ََلأ رمسَْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْب   ة   يَْْرِ ْْج ثَْْم  َتةْْ    َتُّ بَْْح 

ت نِقم  كَم  َتنَّااسِْْْْْْْْْْ جة  ََمم ةَل َ برجةَ ل ي   رََِع ةأ  ََتُّ َُّح 
ة ْ َْْطِلْْْ  بْ َ يم ى    َ   َ ْْم َاِ ا  جً   ةِ ب عْْْا  َلإرْ  ْْ عْ ام ل  َتقِْْْ  ْْ ا مْ  َ

نه ْ ل    َ عمِ ضم ع  ت سْْْْْْْْْْ    عَم عَتًَُِّ َ نج ا نم ك ا  ك  تِن  ق اِ 
هِْ ل، ر فسِْْْ هِ ع  طيئ ةِ ي قمضْْْي رِن فسِْْْ ا ت،    َ كا  َي َت    َ

بَدِام َ نم   َِ ي ني   ل َ  ُ س       َ َ  َ لل  ْت  ن  َ ام  َُّ سْ  َ ام
ي  ك  

تِّ ل  َ نم َ شْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ  اْم ام ع ز  نَْ ْ  ْت، ر ُاباتِس  لأ رّي قْ 
َ نم   ام  ِْْ ت ةْْ َْْمم َْْ ل   َ َ ر لّا  َ  َِ َاا ّْْ َتنْْ   ِ لِّ َ  ا ع  َْْ َ لينْْ ّْْ َ اْْ

يء ْ ق ينِ تِئ َّج ي عاِل ك َُّ شْ  رََ      شْ  ِّع ة َُّ ا ت َ كِّ مِ ذ َ لج تمي ت ع   َ
اَِيجةِ  ةِ تِلمتَمَمِ َتضْْْْْج  َتِت  َ نم ي قاااَ بَِلأ عَُّلِ َتخّْْْْْ
     ُّ ل  ْْْن  م  ِ  ع  لِّ تّ،   ي كاراَ ل ي   ا ثمُِّ ينْ ي سْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ  ح 
ل، َت ين  ي تِقاار نَ َي َلإيَُّنِل   لِِّ ع  َت ين  ا عيل سْْْْْْْْْْْ 

ْ آاينْ  َتنِّعُّ ة  ا ع ك ِ َ مُّ عين 
THE GOSPEL (For the Holy Fathers) (القِدّيسِين ) لأحدِ الآباءِ  الإنجيل 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel 
according to St. Matthew. (5:14-19) 

The Lord said to His Disciples: “You are the 
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hid. Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a 
bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all 
in the house. Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father Who is in heaven. Think 
not that I have come to abolish the law and the 
prophets; I have come not to abolish them, but 
to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a 
dot, will pass from the law until all is 
accomplished. Whoever then relaxes one of the 
least of these commandments, and teaches men 

فصْلٌ شريفٌ مِنْ بِشارةِ القدّيسِ متى الإنجيلي 
 .البشير والتلميذْ الطاهر 

كِن  َ نم   َْْت ِل   ي ُّم ِْْ اِل َ رت مِ راا  َتعْ َْْل  َت جبا تِت َّايْ قْ
     َ ا  سِْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ ْ َ   ي اقْْْ  لأ قْْْ  ل، م  ة  ع  ََقِعْْْ  ة   اينْْْ  ف، اْْْ     م
نَا ِ  تِ  ضْْْْْْيء    ل، َتُّ  ْْ      تل  َتُُِّ َلِل ت كِن ع  ي اضْْْْ  َ
مِ ق اَّم    قم راا ك  ل  ضِْْْْْْْْْْْْ ُّ ِ  َت ين  َي َتق يملْ ك ك  َ َ  تِم 

َِ تِي   ِ  َت    َتنَّ ََ َ بَك  ا ي ُّ مِّ ة ل َ  َتِت  ّْْ ِ  َتخْْ َُّت ك  ََ َ عم   
   َ ََمِْ     ي نّاَ َ رّي َ   يل  لأ ح لج َتنَّاا َُّ َي َتسْْْْْْْْْْْج
قج َ قال   ِْ َتت  لج ت كِنم لأ   ُِّّ مِ آمِ لأ حْ  ل ْرّي ت  ََلأ رق َْء 
لَ    ل   ي ز ََلأ امض  َُّء   ْْج ل  َتسْْْْْْْْْْ ل ْرجه  ْت، َ نم   زَ مِ ت ك 

جِ  ح  مف   تّ، ي تِ َِ ح  َاا ا    اِن  َتنّْْ ََحِْْ ة   طْْ  ا  َ َ ر قم ََحِْْ  
صَْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْيَْْ   ِ اِ َتا  ً  اِنم كْْْ  ا  ََحِْْْ لا  لا ا نم ي تْْْ  َ كْْْ   ْ لا َتكْْْ 
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so, shall be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but he who does them and teaches them 
shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 

ِيً َ َي    ْْ َ  ك ك  َل َ برجه  ي اع، صْ ِ  َتنجَ لِّ ي ع  َِاِ َ  ِّْْ َتخْ
ِ ل َ ةْ  َ   لِّ ي ع  ل  َ  َ َتْ   ي عُّْ  َ اّْ ََمِي َ  َُّْ ل كامِ َتسْْْْْْْْْْْْْْج ا 

ََمْ َُّ ل كامِ َتسج ع ، ع ي ًَُّ َي ا   ي ام
• The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual. 

THE DISMISSAL الخَتم 
Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ 
our true God, through the intercessions of His all-
immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by 
the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; 
by the protection of the honorable Bodiless 
Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the 
honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and 
Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the saints, 
John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, 
whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; 
of the holy, glorious and right-victorious 
Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing 
Fathers—especially the 630 of the Fourth 
Ecumenical Council whom we commemorate 
today—of Saint N., the patron and protector of 
this holy community; of the holy and righteous 
ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all 
the saints: have mercy on us and save us, 
forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 

ق قيل يَ ا نم   الكاهن: نَ َتت  قَم  اِن    َي ةَ َتُّ سْْْْْ ح  ْتة 
فَعَمِ َ اِّن  َتك لِّ جةِ َتط ةَا ِ    ََتق  يئ ة  رينِ َلأااَمِل بِشْْ 

ي بأ يْْم لِّ ع  ييي  اِنم كْْ  ِِ َتُّ تم ليْْبِ َتك  ي اِ  َتخْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ  ام   بَقْْ 
ةِ   َْْدِاْْْْ  َتعْْ ةِ   ْْ اْْ ةِ َتُّ ك  ج ْْج يْْ َِ َْْ ُّْْ َتسْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ  َْْمِ َتق اَّمِ  بَِطِلمبْْ
نَّْ   ِِ َتسَْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْرِقِ َتُّ ميْاِ ياح  ََتن قِيِّ َتك  ي سَْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْدِي  َلأمم

لِ  ين  َتُّ شْْْْْْْ  جَين  َت اسْْْْْْْ  ََتقايسِّْْْْْْْ ُّ اَني  اي ين     َتُّ عم َتم 
نجَ َتم  ك قِيِّ  ح  يمسِين  ي ام لِيلِ َِي َتمقِاِّ َرِين َ َتم  لِّ ا ايحي َ   ُ   بِ

 ِِ ةِ َتمقسْْْطنطينِ جةل  َتمف  َقِف   ْْ ئ سِ َسْ ةِ   ا  ا  كَِ بِ ك ِ اِ َتِ ام
اَءِ َتُّ ت َ تِّقين    ة  ْْا ْْين  َتُّ ميايِن  َتشْْْْْ ََتقِاّيسْْْْْ ْْ  يف ةل  َتشْْْْْ

تين  بَلله  ؛بَتي ف  ِ  شِّْْْْْْ ة    – آَبَئِنَ َلأرمَ اِ َتُّ ت ا  َََ خاصََ
ََينَ  المُجْتَمعينَ في المَجْمَعِ    630ال   الآباءِ القِدّيسَ

نُقيمُ   ََذ نَ  الَ ََا   ََدونيَ خَلْقيَ الرابِعِ في  كونِيِّ  ََْ المَسَََََََ
ذْاَارَهُمُ اليَوْ    َ َّرْة    –تََ ََتقْاّيسِ ـْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْةِ  ـَ َّنل 

ةِ م ِ   ْْ ْْةِ  شْ ْْةِ   َ حَايـْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ سْْْةي ـْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْ  ك ِ اِ َت جعِ جةِ َتُّ ق اج
اج  َتُّ سْْْْْْْْْ حِ َلإتهِل ي اَك ِ   َ  يق يمنِ م  يمنِ َتخْْْْْْْْْاِّ يسْْْْْْْْْ  َتقِاِّ

م   َت ين  لنجة حَ  كَا ك ِ َتي ام ِ     م ل     ر ق  ُّ ِ  قِاّيسْْْْْْْْْْْْ ن  مَ 
اَ تِبٌّ تِلمب ش  ْ نَ بَُِّ َرجن  صَتِح   لِّخم يَ  ُّنَ   ْامح 

Priest:  Through the prayers of our holy fathers, 
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us 
and save us. 

ل َياةَ َت جبا ي سْْا     :الكاهن ل اَمِ آبَئِنَ َتقِاّيسْْين  بِخْْ 
نَْ لِّخم يَ  نَ  ُّم نَل َامح   َتُّ س ح  ْتة 

Choir: Amen. :آاينْ الجوقة 
These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese 

Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The 
Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © 
Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. 
These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, 
without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery. 
 



ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY 

DAY                    NAME OF THE DEPARTED               ANNIVERSARY 

 

8     Fuad Abu-Eledam     2 

8     Aida Khalaf      6 

 8     Victoria Saba      26 

 8     Gassana Hinn     22 

 9     Ismat Jahshan     11 

9     Nicholas Charles Saba    18 

 9     Alvin Daher      21 

 11     Kathrine Hinnawi     35 

 12     Odette Bechbache     9 

 13     Ralph Salem      23 

 14     Samir Tarazi      10 

  

• Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar, 
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena, Rami and Maien. 

 

MEMORIAL 

• A memorial service for Marie-Louise Homsy offered by her son George Homsy.   May her memory 
be eternal! 

 

SCHEDULE OF USHERING FOR JULY 7, 2024 
 

• Head Usher:    Ra’ed Dallal 

• Ushers from the Parish Council: Lena Abou Saleh  Kathy Kakish 

• Ushers:     Sherin Deratany  Alexandra Morton  

Kevin Boon    Nuha Al Nims 

 

CHURCH OFFICE 
 

• Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr. 
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of 
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888 



CONGRATULATIONS 

 

• Holy Bread is offered for the good health of newly-weds Mark Hanhan and Carolin Jumaa on the 
occasion of the Removal of their Crowns.  May God Bless them! 

 

FIRE ROUTE,  HANDICAPPED PARKING, AND PARKING LINES 

• Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire Hydrant, for this is a fire 
route.  Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking.  Anyone who parks and 
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged. 

 
MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE 

• The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place 
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).  
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy.  If you have 
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the 
church or downstairs in the basement. 

 
TEEN SOYO 

 

• Congratulations to our newly elected TEEN SOYO Board Members… 
 

President: Peter Mokbel 
VP: Peter Novratidis 
Treasurer: Helena Mokbel 
Secretary: Michael Ishac 
Social Media: Dima Alzidan 
Coordinators: Lucas El Bouri, Mark Moussa and Paul Petro Youth Advisors: Angela Ghazal and Fadi 
Freiga  

 
If you are interested in joining our Teen SOYO group please contact our Youth Advisors.  
Note: members must be between the ages of 13-19 years old.  
Angela Ghazal: 416-720-0308 
Fadi Freiga: 647-829-6136 

 
 

• Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church 
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate 

• PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to:  St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave, 
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9    

Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice. 
(Psalm 112:5) 

http://www.stgeorgeto.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church – Toronto.  
Month: July 2024 

Date  Time Service 
1st Week 

Sunday July 7th   
2nd Sunday of Matthew 

9:00 a.m. Orthros 
10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy  

2nd Week 

Saturday July 13th  
4:00 p.m. Confessions 
5:00 p.m. Great Vespers 

Sunday July 14th  
Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 4th Ecumenical 

Council 

9:00 a.m. Orthros 

10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy  

3nd Week 
Friday July 19th 

Glorious Prophet Elias (Elijah) 
6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros 
7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy  

Saturday July 20th  
4:00 p.m. Confessions 
5:00 p.m. Great Vespers 

Sunday July 21st  
4th Sunday of Matthew 

9:00 a.m. Orthros  
10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy 

4th Week  
Sunday July 28th    

5th Sunday of Matthew 
9:00 a.m. Orthros  

10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy 



Activities at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church – Toronto.  
Month:  July 2024 

Date  Time Activity Location 
1st Week 

Thursday 4th  8:30 – 11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre 
July 4th – 7th   PLC  Montreal 

Friday 5th       7:30 – 11:30 pm Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre  
Sunday 7th    After Divine Liturgy Soccer Tournament Fundraiser  Church Parking Lot 

2nd Week 
Thursday 11th  8:30 – 11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre 

Friday 12th       7:30 – 11:30 pm Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre  
Sunday 14th    After Divine Liturgy Soccer Tournament Fundraiser  Church Parking Lot 

3rd Week 
Thursday 18th  8:30 – 11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre 

Friday 19th  7:30 – 11:30 pm Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre  

Saturday 20th  11:00 – 6:00 pm Parish Picnic  Bruce Mills Park  
3291 Stouffvile Rd. 

Sunday 21st     After Divine Liturgy Soccer Tournament Fundraiser  Church Parking Lot 
4th Week 

Thursday 25th 8:30 – 11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre 
Friday 26th 7:30 – 11:30 pm Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre 

Sunday 28th         After Divine Liturgy Soccer Tournament Fundraiser  Church Parking Lot 
 



On the Ministry of the Diaconate, Part One 
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper) 

His Eminence presents a three-part series about revitalizing the diaconate in our 
Archdiocese. 

To adequately analyze the diaconal ministry, it is first necessary to look back at its 
history in the Church. How was it actually carried out in the early Church? How did 
it evolve? Did it expand or contract? Church history shows that there has never 
been a rigidly fixed or demarcated ministry assigned to the diaconate, from the first 
century to the twenty-first century. The diaconate has experienced periods of 
prosperity and periods of decline and was even completely absent in some eras. 

Linguistically, the word “deacon” means “servant.” The first reference to the 
diaconate in the New Testament, according to Christian tradition, is found in the 
Acts of the Apostles. Understanding why this ministry arose is important because 
it reveals its role of service in the Church. 

In the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 6:1-6), we learn that the Church carried out a 
service (διακονία) to the underprivileged, which required time to be managed 
properly. Similar to charitable services organized by the Church today, there can 
arise an accusation of personal favoritism, of helping one group at the expense of 
another, even if unintentional.  So were the Hebrew Christians accused of favoring 
the Jewish widows as compared to the Gentiles. Faced with this problem, the 
Apostles decided that “It is not desirable that we should leave the word of God and 
serve tables” (Acts 6:2). Such a ministry could not be neglected, but the time and 
effort it required could not come at the expense of the Apostles’ preaching and 
teaching. The Apostles therefore decided to appoint seven men of good repute and 
set them apart by laying hands on them for this service. Their service was that of 
charity, or “tables,” which included collections and distributions to the poor, the 
widows, and possibly the agape meals that accompanied the Divine Liturgy at that 
time. 

Saint John Chrysostom (+407), in his commentary on this text,1 mentions that the 
seven whom we call deacons were not ordained with a sacramental ordination as 
deacons and priests are today because, at that time, the ranks of priestly service 

 
1 Homily XIV on Acts, ET NPNF 1:11, pp. 90-1. 



and ordinations were not yet organized as they later came to be. However, he 
accepts calling them deacons because they were appointed as servants for a 
specific service. Thus, in his interpretation of the text, he seeks to affirm the 
importance of the diaconate, considering it a service that began in the early days 
of the Apostles. He does not diminish their importance; on the contrary, he praises 
their service and encourages it. 

Early Church testimonies after the time of the Acts of the Apostles confirm the 
existence of the three known ranks in the Church: deacon, priest, and bishop. The 
service of the diaconate was always present at the heart of the Church. St. Justin 
the Martyr (+165), for example, says that deacons distribute the Holy Eucharist to 
the faithful and bring the Holy Communion to those who could not attend the 
Divine Liturgy due to illness or imprisonment.2 St. Basil the Great (+379) also 
mentions deacons performing this service, providing Holy Communion to those 
unable to attend church for valid or pious reasons. 

The service of the diaconate becomes clearer in the councils convened by the 
Church after the fourth century, when many canons were established to regulate 
it. The issues they address often may seem insignificant to us today due to changing 
circumstances, but they indicate that the diaconate was a fundamental service in 
the Church. 

For example, the Council of Neocaesarea (315 AD) addressed the issue of whether 
there could be more than seven deacons in a single city (referring to the seven 
original deacons mentioned earlier). Such a matter would not have been raised at 
a church council if the service of the diaconate had not been present in the 
churches whose leaders convened at this council. The Council of Neocaesarea 
emphasized that the number of deacons should not exceed seven,3 while the 
Council of Trullo (692 AD), about 300 years later, allowed for an unlimited number 
of deacons in a single city.4  

One might rightly ask why the Council of Trullo amended the canon of Neocaesarea. 
The answer is simple: The service of the diaconate evolved as the need for it 
increased. With the stabilization of the Church and Christianity becoming the 

 
2 First Apology, cc. 65, 67. 
3 Canon 15. 
4 Canon 16. 



official religion of the Roman Empire, the Church's missionary and social service 
expanded, and with it, the service of the diaconate. 

What is this role? What are the services or functions assigned to this ministry? Are 
they still important today? We must return to history to obtain answers and judge 
the necessity of this service for today's Church. As Orthodox Christians, we must be 
guided by Holy Tradition if we are to pursue this path. 

Holy Tradition considers the diaconate an essential and complementary part of 
apostolic service. Since the early days of Christianity, the diaconate has been 
considered the third rank of the three priestly ranks.5 This means that it was not a 
temporary or transitional service, a mere stage or step towards entering the 
priesthood, as it has become in many churches today due to the shortage of priests. 

From the canons of various councils that discussed this matter, as well as the 
writings of some theologians and historians, it is clear that the diaconate was a 
service designated for a specific mission, and at the same time necessary for the 
era in which it existed, as evidenced by its relative cessation in other times. 

As Byzantine canon law developed, we notice an administrative dimension for male 
deacons forming, especially after Christianity stabilized and the Church became 
institutionalized. The deacon was considered, for example, the bishop’s hearing, 
tongue, and hand,6 as someone whose ministry is in “fulfilling the bishop's need.” 
With the establishment of the liturgical form of worship, the deacon's role in 
facilitating the service was primarily defined, especially in the presence of the 
bishop. Even today, at least in the Byzantine rite, as in other rites, the bishop and 
deacon almost entirely serve the Divine Liturgy, and the service order (Typikon) 
allocates only a few proclamations to the priest. 

 )To be continued.) 

 
5 As witnessed in Canon 18 of Nicaea (325). 
6 E.g., Didascalia Apostolorum xi.128. 
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March 31st, 2024 
 

Dearest Brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Subject: Ushering Procedures and protocols 

 

We are pleased to inform you that during its March 26th Meeting, the Parish Council 
endorsed the new procedures and protocols for ushering. The primary aim of these 
measures is to update ushering activities and, most importantly, to welcome new 
volunteers to participate and engage in the church community's life. 

As such, we are currently seeking volunteers for the month of April to help with 
ushering duties and support the process. If you are available during the upcoming 
weeks, please reach out to me via email or text message at the contact details below. 
According to the updated protocol, the Head Usher to supervise all ushering 
activities, along with 4-6 volunteer ushers who will assist the two (2) Parish Council 
member volunteers.  

We welcome new volunteers to serve during our liturgy, however, kindly note that 
to ensure a fair opportunity for as many parishioners as possible to volunteer, only 
those whose names have been announced will be serving as ushers. Others are kindly 
requested to wait for their turn. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
For the Glory of God! 
 
Ra’ed G Dallal 
raed_dallal@yahoo.ca 
Text: (416) 576-3232 
Call: (905) 833-2333 
 

 

mailto:raed_dallal@yahoo.ca


 

Summary of Duties and Responsibilities 
- Arrive early before 9:30am 
- Refill Candle supply when required 
- Assist with seating when needed  
- Maintain order during the service  
- Collection offerings  
- Ensure order during communion 
- Counting collection tray by the appointed Board Members with Head Usher 

 
 
Responsibilities of head Usher Plus One usher 

- Remove old burnt candles in the Candle stand 
- Keep the area as clean as possible 
- Try to make the area clear; minimize chit chat 
- Minimize hazards at the entrance 
- No more than $50 in $5 and $10 denominations shall be used as change 
- Bring forward the names before beginning of Liturgy 

 

Collection Offering:  
Steps for collecting the Offering 

- Four ushers line up in rows of two at the back of Church 
- At the appointed time, ushers walk forward and stand together in front of the Altar, 

they will meet Abouna, they will kiss the Cross and proceed with the collection.  
- Ushers move in pairs to the left and right pews. 
- Once collection is complete, the Head Usher will wait near the front door with the large 

collection basket; 
- All collection baskets are distributed into the large collection basket; 
- The two (assigned “usher” board members) will jointly walk up the stairs to deliver 

money to the church office; these two (2) Ushers shall count the offering and will sign 
the collection offering spreadsheet that  

- Is prepared by Office Manager. At the time of counting the offering, there shall only be 
two (2) Ushers counting. 
  

Ushers for Communion 
- Firm Ushering during communion is the key to success for an orderly movement of 

people. 
- As the two (2) appointed “Ushers” Council Members are counting the collection, 
- The other ushers (4) will keep order during communion.  An additional Usher is 

required for the middle row  
 
Collections 

- Candle BOX Retrieval 
- Normally completed once during the service, second after tray collection 
- Head Usher obtains a separate basket (different than the ones for the tray collection); 



- In the presence of another Usher; box is open, money poured into the basket; 
- Ensure that the candle box is locked after being emptied;   
- The two (2) appointed Board Members serving as ushers take the basket up together 

to deliver and count the offering. They may be assisted by the Treasurer and the vice 
chair. 

 
Counting of the Offering 

- The two (2) assigned “Ushers” Board Member are responsible for counting the offering; must 
always be present during the counting and depositing into church safe. 

- These will be the same Ushers that will sign the collection spreadsheet as prepared by 
Waddah.  

- The Head Usher shall designate an additional usher to assist with the counting should the 
collection require support. 

 
 


