DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2024
TONE 3 / EOTHINON 4

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST & FOURTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
RIGHTEOUS FATHERS JOHN OF EDESSA IN MESOPOTAMIA & SIMEON OF HOMS (EMESA), THE FOOL-FOR-CHRIST

e During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O
come, let us worship... save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...” After the Little Entrance,
chant these hymns in the following order:
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from the things of which you are now ashamed?
The end of those things is death. But now that
you have been set free from sin and have
become slaves of God, the return you get is
sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Fourth Sunday of Matthew)
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Matthew. (8:5-13)
At that time, as Jesus entered Capernaum, a
centurion came forward to him, beseeching Him
and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed
at home, in terrible distress.” And Jesus said to
him, “I will come and heal him.” But the
centurion answered Him, “Lord, I am not
worthy to have you come under my roof; but
only say the word, and my servant will be
healed. For [ am a man under authority, with
soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he
goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and
to my slave, ‘Do this,” and he does it.” When
Jesus heard him, He marveled, and said to those
who followed him, “Truly, I say to you, not even
in Israel have I found such faith. I tell you, many
will come from east and west and sit at table
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the Kingdom
of Heaven, while the sons of the kingdom will
be thrown into the outer darkness; there men
will weep and gnash their teeth.” And to the
centurion Jesus said, “Go; be it done for you as
you have believed.” And the servant was healed
at that very moment.

Gasy) (a Guddl) 5l (e Gyl (Jind
alal) dalily udial
adl) L3 ‘éﬁufs &5_“4.1 a3 glapl &l
il el & iy bl 4 Gl (e Bl
d O A_\A_wc_a\d.a_\c_a L,J;Ag_u.d\‘;
L S0t ) B sl .l EACE @M
uﬁj i A5 AT G ok &ad
u;_au\.m\\_a\@\s Lg\.ﬁb.uﬁc).cyé\.oﬁda
SRl 3] djs\ ‘Lgm GG Ay cuLLJ_M
Bt ey e pli vy
Coill OBy G o pase S L Jakid N
ke Tled 351 28 ) (280 58l Gl sad e
Osilie (i &) &1 Ol L tyad 3 Y 1
Gails byl ae G9iSig laally (3)Laall (e
ol 55 Bl sl 2l sl 3 gy
AL GsSo Elh A Ak b sl
AN | A.a\.d § s Ja : f"’ .gh_u\ﬂ ufz)_‘éj
Al bl e b .Gl LSl B Cadl

"jdj (R

e L)
e The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.
THE DISMISSAL NEY
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our true God, through the intercessions of His

all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother;
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by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
Cross; by the protection of the honorable
Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the
saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of saint N., the patron and
protector of this holy community; of the holy
and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and
Anna; of our Righteous Fathers John of
Edessa in Mesopotamia, and Simeon of Homs
(Emesa), the Fool-for-Christ, whose memory
we celebrate today, and of all the saints: have
mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is
good and loveth mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The
Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright
© Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved.
These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use,
without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.




ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
15 Henriette Azar 25
15 Derek Ellies 68
16 Hekmat Kelada 25
16 Nahil Kakish 25
16 Gabrah Barbara 25
16 Jamil Noursi 46
18 Moses Chamandy 49
18 George Zidde 34
19 Badawi Sabbouh 10
19 Edward Dabous 48
19 Nellie Deratnay 37
19 Nawal Jahshan 26
20 Jeries Qaqish 49
20 Alice Sayegh 21
20 Seham Al Bajali Henn 17

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar,
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena, Rami and Maien.

MEMORIAL
One-year memorial service for Boulos Salim Tannous offered by his wife Marlene, his children and

their families. May his memory be eternal!
The coffee hour is offered today in loving memory of Boulos Salim Tannous by his family.

SCHEDULE OF USHERING FOR JULY 21, 2024

Head Usher: Ra’ed Dallal
Ushers from the Parish Council: Ramzi Shnoudeh William Besharat
Ushers: Monir Ayyad Fadi Deratani

Reem Shami Lara Ayoub



CHURCH OFFICE

Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr.
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888

FIRE ROUTE, HANDICAPPED PARKING, AND PARKING LINES

Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire Hydrant, for this is a fire
route. Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking. Anyone who parks and
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged.

MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE

The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy. If you have
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the
church or downstairs in the basement.

TEEN SOYO

Congratulations to our newly elected TEEN SOYO Board Members...

President: Peter Mokbel

VP: Peter Novratidis

Treasurer: Helena Mokbel

Secretary: Michael Ishac

Social Media: Dima Alzidan

Coordinators: Lucas El Bouri, Mark Moussa and Paul Petro Youth Advisors: Angela Ghazal and Fadi
Freiga

If you are interested in joining our Teen SOYO group please contact our Youth Advisors.
Note: members must be between the ages of 13-19 years old.

Angela Ghazal: 416-720-0308

Fadi Freiga: 647-829-6136

Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate

PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9

Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.

(Psalm 112:5)


http://www.stgeorgeto.org/

Services at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.
Month: July 2024

Date H Time Service
15t Week
Sunday July 7t 9:00 a.m. Orthros
2nd Sunday of Matthew 10:15a.m. Divine Liturgy
2" Week
4:00 p.m. Confessions
Saturday July 13" 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday July 14t 9:00 a.m. Orthros
Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the 4th Ecumenical L .
Council 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
3" Week
Friday July 19t 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
Glorious Prophet Elias (Elijah) 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
4:00 p.m. Confessions
Saturday July 20% 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday July 21t 9:00 a.m. Orthros
4th Sunday of Matthew 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
4th Week
Sunday July 28t 9:00 a.m. Orthros
5th Sunday of Matthew 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy




Activities at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.

Month: July 2024

Date Time Activity H Location
15t Week
Thursday 4t 8:30—-11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
July 4th — 7th PLC Montreal
Friday 5t 7:30-11:30 pm Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Sunday 7t After Divine Liturgy Soccer Tournament Fundraiser Church Parking Lot

2" Week

Thursday 11t

8:30—-11:00 pm

Basketball for the Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 12t

7:30-11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

Sunday 14t

After Divine Liturgy

Soccer Tournament Fundraiser

Church Parking Lot

3" Week

Thursday 18t 8:30-11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 19t 7:30-11:30 pm Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Bruce Mills Park
th 00 — &- ; .

Saturday 20 11:00 - 6:00 pm Parish Picnic 3291 Stouffvile Rd.

Sunday 21 After Divine Liturgy Soccer Tournament Fundraiser Church Parking Lot
4th Week

Thursday 25% 8:30-11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Friday 26% 7:30-11:30 pm Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Sunday 28t After Divine Liturgy Soccer Tournament Fundraiser Church Parking Lot




On the Ministry of the Diaconate, Part Two
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

His Eminence presents a three-part series about revitalizing the diaconate in our
Archdiocese.

The canons of the Council of Ancyra (314) imply that the duties of a deacon at that
time, according to commentators, were limited to bringing bread and wine, making
petitions and preaching.! This means their liturgical role was clear from the end of
the third century. Canon 23 of the Council of Trullo (692) states that no one —
whether bishop, priest, or deacon — may exact a fee for administering Holy
Communion, because grace cannot be sold. This implies that deacons could
administer Holy Communion to the faithful. The Apostolic Constitutions (380) also
state that after the bishop or priest celebrates the Divine Liturgy, the deacon takes
the sacraments to commune the laypeople, assisting the priest. This practice is still
observed today when a deacon is present with a priest, where the priest gives the
deacon the chalice to invite the faithful to partake, saying: “With the fear of God,
faith, and love, draw near,” and then the deacon returns the chalice to the priest
to administer Communion.

The Apostolic Constitutions further instruct: “Let the deacon carry the chalice and
as he presents it, let him say: ‘The Blood of Christ, the cup of life.””?

St. Justin the Martyr, in his First Apology, states that the deacons among them
distribute the Eucharistic bread, wine, and water to each of those present and take
the sacraments to the absent. Another role is the delivery of the divine sacraments
to the sick.3 Currently, the priest performs this duty due to the lack of deacons to
assist him. Thus, the liturgical and humanitarian roles of deacons were evident from
the early centuries.

With the entry of deacons into the administrative domain, new problems arose,
such as their elevation over priests due to their proximity to the bishop. This
necessitated addressing these issues in church councils.

1 Canon 2.
2 Apostolic Constitutions, viii. 13. 15-17
3 First Apology, cc. 65, 67.



The First Ecumenical Council stated: “Deacons should not exceed their limits,
knowing that they are servants of the bishops and inferiors to the presbyters”* —
meaning their work was limited to serving the bishop in the diocese and in liturgical
services. The Apostolic Canons also state that “priests and deacons should do
nothing without the bishop’s consent, for he is entrusted with the Lord’s people
and is accountable for their souls.””

Emphasis on the authority of the bishop is found in subsequent councils, such as
the Seventh Ecumenical Council in 787 (Canons 12, 14), the Council of Laodicea in
363 (Canon 57), and the Council of Carthage in 418 (Canons 6, 7, 41, 50).

St. Ignatius of Antioch (+108) considered deacons as servants of Christ’s mysteries,
assisting the bishop in worship. According to St. Hippolytus (+236), deacons were
ordained by the laying on of hands. The First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea (325
AD), issued reminders and warnings against deacons’ arrogance and superiority
over priests, emphasizing that they are merely servants of the bishop.®

The Council of Trullo condemned and excommunicated deacons who claimed
superiority over priests due to the honor and distinction they received from their
humanitarian service and proximity to the bishop.’

It is important to clearly and strictly distinguish between what is called a rank and
what is called a function. The diaconate is one of the three clerical ranks, and it is
assigned a specific function, or ministry, according to the Church’s system, local
situation, and current needs. This function does not change the deacon’s clerical
rank, meaning it does not prevent him from performing his liturgical duties
assigned to his rank, nor does the exalted function allow him to perform liturgical
duties not assigned to his rank.

The early ordination rites for deacons do not specify a particular gift required for
the diaconate, unlike the specific gifts required for a bishop, for example. There is
a common belief in the Orthodox Church today that a deacon should have a
beautiful voice because his service has become largely confined to liturgical
chanting. In the non-Chalcedonian churches, the cantor is often ordained a deacon,

4 Canon 18.

5 Canon 39; cf. Antioch (341) Canon 24.
6 Canon 18.

7 Canon 7.



yet does not perform a strictly sacerdotal role. There is no specific gift assigned to
the diaconate, as there are particular talents for service to which any believer is
called.

Even the current ordination rite for deacons does not specify a particular gift. When
the bishop ordains a deacon, he lays his hand on his head and asks for the grace of
the Holy Spirit to appoint him as a servant in the administration of the Sacraments.

With the evolution and changes in the ecclesiastical situation, the deacon’s ministry
began to be confined more to the liturgical realm. The prayer recited over the
candidate for the diaconate in the ordination rite only refers to assisting the priest
in worship, without naming the specific gifts which the bishop confers on him for
the diaconate. Another indication of this is the timing of the ordination. A deacon
is ordained after the transformation and consecration of the Eucharistic Gifts, while
a priest is ordained before this, as he will participate in the sanctification of the
bread and wine. The bishop gives the priest the lamb to carry in his hands,
preserving this deposit until the Lord comes again, as a sign that he will be
accountable for his ministration of the Eucharist. This is not the case with the
deacon, however, as he is ordained after the sanctification of the offerings.

One reason for the absence of deacons in many churches today is the insufficient
number of priests. The shortage of priests has led to the ordination of deacons as
a transitional phase, which may last for a single day or several years, according to
the bishop’s discretion. This is only if the deacon meets the requirements for
priestly ordination. In our Archdiocese, the deacon’s service remains confined to
the liturgical role.

Over time, this reality led to the absence or reduction of deacons’ roles in charitable
and pastoral services, replaced by laypeople who have founded charitable and
educational associations. Some of these lay brotherhoods played an important and
fundamental role in preserving Orthodox faith during times of occupation or
decline, such as in Ukraine, Serbia, and the East.

Today, with the development and complexities of life, the Church, in its pastoral
care for the faithful, needs to enter the realm of specialized care. It is no longer
sufficient for the priest to care for his parish in the traditional manner, despite its
importance. Each age group now requires care tailored to its age and the challenges
it faces. This would include people with special needs, marital problems, the spread



of religious indifference, family problems, psychological issues, the poor, widows,
the sick, those with autism, those living in loneliness and isolation, etc.

Without being overly idealistic and overburdening the Church beyond its capacity,
we can at least revitalize the service of the diaconate, if there are suitable and
willing believers for this service, and if the local church has the resources for them.

Given the availability of many talents in our Archdiocese, entering the realm of
specialized care has become urgent and feasible.

(To be continued.)
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_St.George Antiochian Orthodox Church

“v'ltes YQ
\ To Our “

Annual Parish Picnic

sAaT 9() Jury

STARTING 11:00AM

@Bruce Mills Park - Sunny Acres Site
3291 Stouffville Rd, Stouffville, ON

(Sites 1 & 2)
RSVP by July 15th
B ur ACTIVITIES Scan the QR Code
“ Water balloons to register
. I Volleybadll
Foo inks! Tog o war
Backgammon
Chess
Entrance Fees: Bike rail
Child (4-13 years): $5.05 o .C ;;
Adult (14 - 64 years): $7.60 i 2 =2
Senior (65+): $6.45 @Ne CLEBL L S e

Rania: 647 994 8076



2024 S$'»CCER
TOURNAMENT

u Aug 31-
2 Sept1

$70/PLAYER
$35/PARTICIPANT

VENUE

Markham Sports Dome
5300 14th Ave,

Markham, ON L3S 3K8

> 2

Park Inn By Radisson :I'oronto—Markham : . .
Hotel rate $207-$220+Tax/Night for 2 double beds Registration Link

Booking deadline August 1st 2024
Tel (289) 806-1944
v

A
i Tel: (416) 389-4937 Tel: (416) - 570 - 8728
l For Further Questions Contact Mark or Wissam

Email: elbouri@ca.ibm.com Email: Mark.Ayyad @outlook.com



S1. GEORGE TORONTO
SOCCER TOURNAMENT
FUNDRAISER BBQ

Burger/Hotdog + Drink + Fries - $15.00
Burger/Hotdog + Drink - $10.00

Q@ Church Parking Lot
{5 Sundays after Liturgy from June 23-July 28




March 31%, 2024

Dearest Brothers and sisters in Christ,

Subject: Ushering Procedures and protocols

We are pleased to inform you that during its March 26th Meeting, the Parish Council
endorsed the new procedures and protocols for ushering. The primary aim of these
measures 1s to update ushering activities and, most importantly, to welcome new
volunteers to participate and engage in the church community's life.

As such, we are currently seeking volunteers for the month of April to help with
ushering duties and support the process. If you are available during the upcoming
weeks, please reach out to me via email or text message at the contact details below.
According to the updated protocol, the Head Usher to supervise all ushering
activities, along with 4-6 volunteer ushers who will assist the two (2) Parish Council
member volunteers.

We welcome new volunteers to serve during our liturgy, however, kindly note that
to ensure a fair opportunity for as many parishioners as possible to volunteer, only
those whose names have been announced will be serving as ushers. Others are kindly
requested to wait for their turn. Thank you for your understanding.

Thank you for your cooperation.
For the Glory of God!

Ra’ed G Dallal
raed_dallal@yahoo.ca
Text: (416) 576-3232
Call: (905) 833-2333



mailto:raed_dallal@yahoo.ca

Summary of Duties and Responsibilities

Arrive early before 9:30am

Refill Candle supply when required

Assist with seating when needed

Maintain order during the service

Collection offerings

Ensure order during communion

Counting collection tray by the appointed Board Members with Head Usher

Responsibilities of head Usher Plus One usher

Remove old burnt candles in the Candle stand

Keep the area as clean as possible

Try to make the area clear; minimize chit chat

Minimize hazards at the entrance

No more than $50 in $5 and $10 denominations shall be used as change
Bring forward the names before beginning of Liturgy

Collection Offering:
Steps for collecting the Offering

Four ushers line up in rows of two at the back of Church

At the appointed time, ushers walk forward and stand together in front of the Altar,
they will meet Abouna, they will kiss the Cross and proceed with the collection.
Ushers move in pairs to the left and right pews.

Once collection is complete, the Head Usher will wait near the front door with the large
collection basket;

All collection baskets are distributed into the large collection basket;

The two (assigned “usher” board members) will jointly walk up the stairs to deliver
money to the church office; these two (2) Ushers shall count the offering and will sign
the collection offering spreadsheet that

Is prepared by Office Manager. At the time of counting the offering, there shall only be
two (2) Ushers counting.

Ushers for Communion

Firm Ushering during communion is the key to success for an orderly movement of
people.

As the two (2) appointed “Ushers” Council Members are counting the collection,
The other ushers (4) will keep order during communion. An additional Usher is
required for the middle row

Collections

Candle BOX Retrieval
Normally completed once during the service, second after tray collection
Head Usher obtains a separate basket (different than the ones for the tray collection);



- In the presence of another Usher; box is open, money poured into the basket;

- Ensure that the candle box is locked after being emptied;

- The two (2) appointed Board Members serving as ushers take the basket up together
to deliver and count the offering. They may be assisted by the Treasurer and the vice
chair.

Counting of the Offering
- The two (2) assigned “Ushers” Board Member are responsible for counting the offering; must

always be present during the counting and depositing into church safe.
- These will be the same Ushers that will sign the collection spreadsheet as prepared by

Waddah.
- The Head Usher shall designate an additional usher to assist with the counting should the

collection require support.



