DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 04, 2024
TONE 5 /7 EOTHINON 6; SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

& SIXTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW
THE HOLY SEVEN SLEEPING YOUTHS OF EPHESUS; RECOVERY OF THE RELICS OF MARTYR EUDOKIA OF PERSIA

let us worship...
hymns in the following order:

During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come,
save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...”

After the Little Entrance, chant these

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE FIVE
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Let us believers praise and worship the Word;
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of
the Virgin for our salvation. For He took
pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to
suffer death; and to raise the dead by His
glorious Resurrection.
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Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast

of the temple.

KONTAKION OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN
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Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy
Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld
Thy glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they
should see Thee crucified, they would
remember that all Thy suffering was voluntary,
and could declare to all the world that Thou art
truly the effulgent Splendor of the Father.
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THE EPISTLE
(For Sixth Sunday after Pentecost)
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Thou, O Lord, wilt preserve us and keep us
from this generation.
Save me, O Lord, for the Godly man hath
disappeared.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Romans. (12:6-14)
Brethren, having gifts that differ according to
the grace that was given to us, let each use them
accordingly: whether prophecy, let him
prophesy according to the proportion of the
faith; or ministry, let him give himself to the
ministry; or the teacher, to the teaching; or he
who exhorts, in the exhorting; he who gives, let
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him do it with simplicity; he who presides, with
diligence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness. Let love be without hypocrisy.
Abhor that which 1s evil; cleave to that which is
good. Love one another with brotherly
affection; in honor preferring one another; in
diligence not slothful; fervent in spirit; serving
the Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient in
tribulation; continuing steadfastly in prayer;
communicating to the necessities of the saints;
given to hospitality. Bless those who persecute
you; bless, and do not curse.
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THE GOSPEL
(For Sixth Sunday of Matthew)
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel

according to St. Matthew. (9:1-8)
At that time, Jesus got into a boat, crossed over
and came to His own city. And behold, they
brought to Him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and
when Jesus saw their faith He said to the
paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are
forgiven.” And behold, some of the scribes said
to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” But
Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do
you think evil in your hearts? For which is
easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say,
‘Rise and walk’? But that you may know that
the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive
sins”—He then said to the paralytic—"“Rise,
take up your bed and go home.” And he rose
and went home. When the crowds saw it, they
marveled, and they glorified God, Who had
given such authority to men.
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o The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.

THE DISMISSAL

NEY

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ
our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother;
by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
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Cross; by the protection of the honorable
Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the
saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and
protector of this holy community; of the holy
and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and
Anna; of the Holy Seven Sleeping Youths of
Ephesus, whose memory we celebrate today,
and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save
us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth
mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The Octoechos,
The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline,
Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a
single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.




ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
29 Clemence Massad 8

30 Antoine Azar 43

30 Hanna Karra 26

31 Jalal Qagqish 1

31 Renee Tabangi 6

3 Joseph Mraud 42

3 Ferris Dabous 67

4 Cecil Chamandy 41

4 John Ansara 35

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar,
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena, Rami and Maien.

MEMORIAL

3 and 9 Days memorial service for Aida Hanna Massad offered by Audette Taweel Massad, her
children Hanna, Tony, Sophie, Grace and their families. May her memory be eternal!

One-year memorial service for Faiq George Bsharat offered by his wife Lina, his children and their
families. May his memory be eternal!

The coffee hour is offered today in loving memory of Faiq George Bsharat by his family.

ETERNAL LIGHTS

Aug 18: In loving memory of Nahida Irbib from Nadim Irbib and family

SCHEDULE OF USHERING FOR AUGUST, 2024

Head Usher: Ra’ed Dallal
Ushers from the Parish Council: Anita Novratidis Peter Qubti
Ushers: Alexandra Morton Kevin Boon

Colette El-Hajj George Homsy



CHURCH OFFICE

Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr.
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888

FIRE ROUTE, HANDICAPPED PARKING, AND PARKING LINES

Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire Hydrant, for this is a fire
route. Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking. Anyone who parks and
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged.

MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE

The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy. If you have
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the
church or downstairs in the basement.

TEEN SOYO

Congratulations to our newly elected TEEN SOYO Board Members...

President: Peter Mokbel

VP: Peter Novratidis

Treasurer: Helena Mokbel

Secretary: Michael Ishac

Social Media: Dima Alzidan

Coordinators: Lucas El Bouri, Mark Moussa and Paul Petro Youth Advisors: Angela Ghazal and Fadi
Freiga

If you are interested in joining our Teen SOYO group please contact our Youth Advisors.
Note: members must be between the ages of 13-19 years old.

Angela Ghazal: 416-720-0308

Fadi Freiga: 647-829-6136

Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate

PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9

Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.

(Psalm 112:5)


http://www.stgeorgeto.org/

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church

USHERS

Aug 4th, 2024

Ushers

Alexandra Morton
Kevin Boon
Colette El-Hajj

George Homsy

Ushers from the Parish Council

Anita Novratidis
Peter Qubti

Head Usher
Ra’ed Dallal

9116 Bayview Avenue, Richmond Hill, Ontario L4B 3M9 | Tel: 905.731.7210 | Fax: 905.731.9070



Holy Services at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.
Month: August 2024

Date H Time H Service
1°t Week
Thursday August 1 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Little Supplicatory Canon
Friday August 2" 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Great Supplicatory Canon
4:00 p.m. Confessions
Saturd August 3"
aturday Hgus 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
August 4t
6™ Sunday of Matthew veu 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
2" Week
Monday 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Transfiguration of our Lo‘rd Jesus Christ | August 5™ 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
gl g s W) Aad e 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Tuesday August 6% 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Great Supplicatory Canon
Wednesday August 7t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Little Supplicatory Canon
Thursday August 8t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Great Supplicatory Canon
Friday August 9t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Little Supplicatory Canon
4:00 p.m. Confessions
Saturd August 10t
ararday tgus 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
August 11t
7t Sunday of Matthew 8 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
3" Week
Monday August 12t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Little Supplicatory Canon
Tuesday August 13t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Great Supplicatory Canon
Wednesday 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Dormition of the Theotokos & Ever August 14t 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
Virgin Mary 33l 23 2e 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
4:00 p.m. Confessions
A 17t
Saturday ugust 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday w | 9:00a.m. Orthros
8t Sunday of Matthew August 18 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
4th Week
4:00 p.m. Confessions
A 24t
Saturday ugust 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
A t 25t
9th Sunday of Matthew ugus 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
5th Week
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
Beheading of the Holy Forerunner and | August 28t o ]
Baptist John el Uis ol ok 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy




Activities at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.

Month: August 2024

Date H Time

\l

Activity

H Location

15t Week

Thursday 1% 8:30 pm —11:00 pm

Basketball for Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 2" 8:00 pm —11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

2" Week

Thursday 8t 8:30 pm —11:00 pm

Basketball for Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 9t 8:00 pm —11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

3" Week

Thursday 15t 8:30 pm —11:00 pm

Basketball for Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 16 8:00 pm —11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

4th Week

Sunday 18™ — Saturday 24

Camp Transfiguration

Quebec

Thursday 22 8:30 pm — 11:00 pm

Basketball for Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 23™ 8:00 pm —11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

5th Week

Thursday 29t 8:30 pm —11:00 pm

Basketball for Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 30t 8:00 pm —11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

Saturday 31° 8:00 am — 5:00 pm

Soccer Tournament

Markham Sports Dome




Antiochian Charities

www.childrenrelieffund.org
email: childrensrelieffund@gmail.com

“Whoever receives one little child like this in my name
receives me.” (Matthew 18:5)

August 1, 2024
TO BE READ FROM THE PULPIT AND DISTRIBUTED TO ALL PARISHIONERS

For over forty years the Children’s Relief Fund has provided financial support to help defray the cost
of education for children in Lebanon and Palestine. Requests for such support have increased
significantly in recent years. As a result of dire circumstances in Lebanon, many parents have become
unable to pay tuition to send their children to Orthodox Christian schools. Our Orthodox schools are
at risk of closing, and consequently many of our children will now have to attend a public school or
to discontinue their schooling altogether.

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, we are seeking your help. We have
approximately thirty Lebanese children from the Archdioceses of Beirut, Koura, Tripoli, and Zahle
who need assistance to continue their education at an Orthodox Christian school this coming school
year. The tuition cost per student varies from $750 to $1200 per school year, depending on the school
and the student’s grade level.

Donated funds will be wired directly to the Orthodox school in the child’s name. The child and their
family will receive a notice of your support, and you will receive contact information so that you can
communicate directly with the child if you wish. Children receiving a tuition scholarship will not
receive any other funding from the Children’s Relief Fund. Sponsorship in any amount will be
appreciated.

School begins in a few weeks, so if you can help, please contact CFR Administrator Amy Stiffler at:
childrensrelieffund@gmail.com.

Children’s Relief Fund
Scholarship Program
Antiochian Village

140 Church Camp Trail
Bolivar, PA 15923

God bless you for your consideration of this urgent request.

In Christ’s work,

gy

Amy Stiffler, CRF Administrator & Executive Director
Anne Bourjaily Thomas, Charitable Outreach Chair

cc: His Eminence Metropolitan SABA

A charity of the ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA
Mailing Address: PO Box 90072, Brooklyn, NY 11209
447 95" Street #2D, Brooklyn, NY 11209 - (917) 991-7192


about:blank
about:blank
mailto:childrensrelieffund@gmail.com

Service of Entering the Newborn into the Church after Forty Days
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Many questions surround the tradition of introducing a newborn child to the
church after forty days.

The first question: Why forty days, and can it be done before that?

The number 40 carries spiritual significance in the Bible, dating back to the Old
Testament. It symbolizes encounters with God. For instance:

e The Hebrew people wandered in the wilderness for 40 years before reaching
the Promised Land.

e Moses fasted for 40 days before receiving the Ten Commandments.

e Elijah, the prophet, fasted for 40 days.

e Most importantly, Jesus Christ Himself fasted for 40 days before starting His
ministry.

This tradition echoes Leviticus 12, which says a newborn male child would be
brought to the temple after 40 days, and a female child after 80 days. A sacrifice
would be offered on their behalf. Following this practice, Joseph the Betrothed and
the Theotokos presented the infant Jesus at the temple after 40 days (Luke 2:22-
28). In the New Testament, the Church treated both male and female infants the
same. By doing so, the Church followed the example set by Jesus.

This tradition continues today with a special service welcoming newborns into the
church for the first time.

In ancient times, there was a crucial need for postpartum recovery and health.
Mothers and newborns lacked the advanced medical care available today. Women
typically remained confined to their homes, often bedridden, for several days after
childbirth. During this period, they focused on nourishing themselves with
wholesome food. Bleeding after childbirth was common, but it did not usually
subside within a short time. Unlike today, there were no sanitary napkins, paper
towels, or cotton swabs. This is why words like impurity, purity, and cleanliness are
prevalent in the Book of Leviticus and the Old Testament. In the Gospel of Luke
(2:22), we learn about the infant Jesus being presented at the temple on the day of
purification.



In the past, newborns were often tightly wrapped in cloths for the first forty days.
This practice aimed to keep the baby's limbs straight and prevent potential injuries
like hip dislocation.

The forty-day timeframe was significant for both the mother's postpartum recovery
and the baby's well-being. This period likely influenced the tradition of introducing
the child to the church after forty days, further solidifying the timeframe's
importance.

In today’s world, thanks to advancements in medicine and healthcare, women
often give birth in hospitals and are discharged within a day or two. They can
quickly resume their normal activities. However, this modern reality prompts
guestions: Should a woman refrain from attending church until forty days have
passed since her delivery? Should the newborn child not be taken to church before
the forty-day mark?

The answers to these questions vary based on cultural norms and local customs.
Nevertheless, the general pastoral approach emphasizes the importance of
preserving the forty-day tradition. As mentioned earlier, the number 40 carries
significant spiritual meaning. Disregarding this tradition might gradually diminish
its significance and lead to the adoption of concepts that deviate from biblical
teachings.

The next question is, can a newborn be brought inside the sanctuary? To answer
this, we need to dive into the liturgical texts and explore the theological and
historical reasons behind this tradition. By understanding the original meaning and
the context in which it developed, we can arrive at a well-informed answer.

The Great Euchologion, a book for priests performing church services, offers
specific instructions for postpartum women returning to church with their
newborns:

After forty days, having completed her purification and ablutions (the
washing of one’s body, usually in a religious rite/meaning), the mother brings
her child to the church. The future godfather/godmother (the person who
will receive the child once baptized) is present as well. The mother stands
with her child in the narthex, in front of the church doors. The priest, wearing
his phelonion (outer garment), then approaches and says...



An addendum to this service states:

Know that if the child has not yet been baptized, the priest concludes the
prayer, and the mother enters the church without the child. (In the margin
of this note, the explanation is provided: Just as unbaptized adults, who are
catechumens, are not allowed to enter the inner part of the church and
remain in the narthex, the same rule applies for unbaptized children until
their baptism.)

We can conclude from the previous text, that unbaptized individuals are not
allowed to enter the sanctuary of the church. Instead, they remain in the narthex
and observe the service from there.

After the Roman Empire converted to Christianity and paganism declined, the use
of the narthex and consequently the category of catechumens diminished.

In many Orthodox churches located in countries that remained under Ottoman
occupation for years—such as the Middle East, Greece, the Balkans, and parts of
Bulgaria and Romania—extreme poverty and persecution led to the absence of a
narthex. This resulted in the service for a newborn child being moved to the nave
of the church. There, the priest holds the child in front of the icon of the Mother of
God in the iconostasis, and recites the troparion, "Rejoice, O Mother of God, full of
grace, the Lord is with thee." The answer to the preceding question is reaffirmed:
neither male nor female unbaptized children enter the sanctuary for this ceremony.

However, should there be an urgent reason to baptize a child before the traditional
forty-day period, the baptismal service makes no mention of the protocol for
introducing the newly baptized into the sanctuary. In keeping with ancient
tradition, only the priest and his assistant are permitted entry into the sanctuary
during the service. We shall delve deeper into this subject in a forthcoming article.

Consequently, the priest is to conduct the service at the church’s western entrance.
Following this, he will proceed into the church with the child, accompanied by the
mother or both parents, to the front of the iconostasis. There, in front of the icon
of the Theotokos, the priest will bestow a blessing upon the child as previously
described, before entrusting the child back to the care of the parents.

One remaining question is: when should this service be performed? It's actually an
independent ceremony, flexible in timing. In the past, in smaller towns in Orthodox
countries, access to churches was easier. Work schedules didn't prevent mothers



and children from attending on the fortieth day itself. However, in today's world,
the service often takes place on Sundays. After the choir finishes chanting "Holy
God" during the Great Doxology (in Orthros), the priest begins the prayers for the
child and mother at the church’s entrance. He then completes the blessing in front
of the iconostasis, before returning the child to the parents. This practice allows
the entire parish community, as one united church, to share the joy of welcoming
a new member, the newborn child.

May God bless your children and keep them by His grace always.
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2024 S$'»CCER
TOURNAMENT

u Aug 31-
2 Sept1

$70/PLAYER
$35/PARTICIPANT

VENUE

Markham Sports Dome
5300 14th Ave,

Markham, ON L3S 3K8

> 2

Park Inn By Radisson :I'oronto—Markham : . .
Hotel rate $207-$220+Tax/Night for 2 double beds Registration Link

Booking deadline August 1st 2024
Tel (289) 806-1944
v

A
i Tel: (416) 389-4937 Tel: (416) - 570 - 8728
l For Further Questions Contact Mark or Wissam

Email: elbouri@ca.ibm.com Email: Mark.Ayyad @outlook.com



