DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 05, 2023
TONE 5 / EOTHINON 11; TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST &

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LUKE
MARTYRS GALAKTION AND EPISTEME OF HOMS;
APOSTLES HERMAS, LINUS, GAIUS, PATROBAS AND PHILOLOGOS OF THE SEVENTY

let us worship...
hymns in the following order:

During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come,
save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...”

After the Little Entrance, chant these

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE FIVE
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Let us believers praise and worship the Word;
coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of
the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took
pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to
suffer death; and to raise the dead by His
glorious Resurrection.
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e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.
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shame, mediation unto the Creator most
constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of
those who have sinned; but be thou quick, O
good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry
unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou
to make supplication, thou who dost ever
protect, O Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Twenty-second Sunday after
Pentecost)
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Thou, O Lord, shalt preserve us and keep us
from this generation.
Save me, O Lord, for the godly man hath
disappeared.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Galatians. (6:11-18)

Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing
to you with my own hand. It is those who want
to make a good showing in the flesh that would
compel you to be circumcised and only in order
that they may not be persecuted for the cross of
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Christ. For even those who receive circumcision
do not themselves keep the Law, but they desire
to have you circumcised that they may glory in
your flesh. But far be it from me to glory except
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which
the world has been crucified to me and | to the
world.  For neither circumcision counts for
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new
creation. Peace and mercy be upon all, who walk
by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth
let no man trouble me; for | bear on my body the
marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

L) 0 Gasalill Orshaing Y nf—tutl b (55880
RERCPES ISR .
E—t 5 el ) a8l f I ol
Eil Za lly J allad) Gl a4y (2 (gl
el SR Gl s el 3 45Y el
SRL g Gl 3K Baaall ARal 5 ald Y,
Slos 4ty Dl agilad (ol e o aa,
A Las L3 A el alan S8 L Ja)y 2
Gk g S il grin b dals

Lol BAY) W a8a g i el §pud 5

THE GOSPEL
(For the Fifth Sunday of Luke)
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The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Luke. (16:19-31)
The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was
clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a
poor man named Lazarus, full of sores, who
desired to be fed with what fell from the rich
man’s table; moreover the dogs came and licked
his sores. The poor man died and was carried by | _
the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man
also died and was buried; and in Hades, being in
torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham
far off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he called
out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon me, and
send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water
and cool my tongue; for | am in anguish in this
flame.” But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that
you in your lifetime received your good things,
and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now
he is comforted here, and you are in anguish.
And besides all this, between us and you a great
chasm has been fixed, in order that those who
would pass from here to you may not be able,
and none may cross from there to us.” And he
said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my
father’s house, for I have five brothers, so that

aY) B Gl Bliy Ga Sy Piad
U—‘U BESY uuh R g dlﬁ
Kot GBSt iS5 ﬁ‘ﬁ a3 O aii
S5zl Lo ol S BJJJM JJL,J
=% UAM S ) e aik ik
ARy uﬂélu B D S
e& ) o A&l s i) Sl
‘a.\AAj\ GA Sy CAJS o e ‘é_).d\ Silag
& Daly 25 Ge el (D cldall b 3y
il aal o U el an s
Db slall A dxia) Cajha G 33 sl
d\ 2 " . olll |l GA c_\AM LS_N ¢ ld
cabla b atd el el o b R sl
il LSJ’U-‘}@ Oy D A S5,
Bl (‘S"'“J 44JS 1A Ao 139):—) L_u_a_u
Bl Osaay Gaddl G A u_a._\.u\ 18 dauhe

Sl Yy cGomabil 2 Y aK) U Ga Jg3ladg




he may warn them, lest they also come into this
place of torment.” But Abraham said, ‘They
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them.” And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they will
repent.” He said to him, ‘If they do not hear
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
convinced if someone should rise from the
dead.””
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The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues

as usual.

THE DISMISSAL

NS

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ
our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother;
by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
Cross; by the protection of the honorable
Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the
saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and
protector of this holy community; of the holy and
righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna;
of the Martyrs Galaktion and Episteme of
Homs; and the Apostles Hermas, Linus,
Gaius, Patrobas and Philologos of the
Seventy, whose memory we celebrate today,
and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save
us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth
mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The
Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright ©
Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved.
These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use,
without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.




ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
30 Adele Abboud 28

2 Margarite Daides 13

3 George F. Sakran 11

5 Habib Fraiha 8

5 Filat Karra 21

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar,
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena, Rami and Maien.

ETERNAL LIGHT

Nov 5: For the good health of Mathew and Dany Bisharat from their family.
Nov 19: In loving memory of Azizeh Qaqish from Wafa Alchekh and family.
Nov 26: In loving memory of Isabelle Younes from her family.

THANK YOU!

We wish to thank Issa Bisharat and his family for sponsoring the Holy Bread for the month of
November. May God Bless them!

SUNDAY-SCHOOL REGISTRATION 2023-2024

Please see the attached QR code for registration.

CHURCH OFFICE

Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr.
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888

MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE

The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy. If you have
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the
church or downstairs in the basement.



TEEN SOYO

Congratulations to our newly elected TEEN SOYO Board Members...

President: Peter Mokbel

V/P: Peter Novratidis

Treasurer: Helena Mokbel

Secretary: Michael Ishac

Social Media: Dima Alzidan

Coordinators: Lucas El Bouri, Mark Moussa and Paul Petro Youth Advisors: Angela Ghazal and Fadi
Freiga

If you are interested in joining our Teen SOYO group please contact our Youth Advisors.
Note: members must be between the ages of 13-19 years old.

Angela Ghazal: 416-720-0308

Fadi Freiga: 647-829-6136

BLESSING OF HOMES

Father Georges is visiting our parishioners and blessing their homes. If you like to have your home
blessed, please call Fr. Georges 416-725-2888 or email the office info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org
with your name and address. Father prefers that those who live in apartment’s building to arrange for
few apartments to be blessed together.

FIRE ROUTE, HANDICAPPED PARKING, AND PARKING LINES

Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire hydrant, for this is a fire
route. Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking. Anyone who parks and
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged.

Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate

PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9

Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.

(Psalm 112:5)
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Activities at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.

Month: November 2023

Date Time Activity Location
Thursday 10am—-2pm Home Schooling Basement of the Church
November 2™ | 8:30—11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Friday 7:00—-9:00 pm Byzantine Music Class Church Basement
November 3@ | 7:30-11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
NoS\/Zt;rk:j;ry4th 5:30-7:30 pm Soccer Gym at St. George Centre
Sunday After Holy
November 5t Communion Sunday School Church Basement

Thursday
November 9t

8:30-11:00 pm

Basketball for the Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 7:00 -9:00 pm Byzantine Music Class Church Basement
November 10" | 7:30-11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Saturday 5:30-7:30 pm Soccer Gym at St. George Centre
November 11™" | 6:00 —8:00 pm | Teen SOYO Cook Competition Church Basement
Sunday After
November 12t Communion Sunday School Church Basement
Thursday 10am—-2pm Home Schooling Basement of the Church
November 16% | 8:30—11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
7:00-9:00 pm Byzantine Music Class Church Basement
Friday 7:30—-11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre

November 17t

9:00-10:00 pm

Saints Joachim & Anna Family
Ministry Monthly Meeting

Gathering Room at the Gym
of St. George Centre

Nojcj::t:(:?»isth 5:30-7:30 pm Soccer Gym at St. George Centre
ounday After Sunday School Church Basement

November 19"

Communion




Tuesday

November 21° 6:00 —7:00 pm Bi-weekly Catechism Class Church Basement
Thursday
November 237 8:30-11 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Friday 6 pm—11:30 . .
November 24 om All-Night Vigil Church
Saturd 10am -5 pm Christmas Market Gym at St. George Centre
aturday
November 25 2 pm Teen SOYO: Mini Golf
Sunday After. Sunday School Church Basement
November 26 Communion
12 pm -4 pm Christmas Market Gym at St. George Centre
Thursday 10am -2 pm Home Schooling Basement of the Church

November 30t

8:30 - 11 pm

Basketball for the Adults

Gym at St. George Centre




Services at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.
Month: November 2023

Date Time Service
Thursday Divine Liturgy: Dedication of the Temple of the Holy Great
d 7:00 p.m. .
November 2" Martyr George in Lydda
Friday 6:00 o.M Great Vespers with Litia/Artoklasia: Raphael (Hawaweeny),
November 3™ ~ep-m. Bishop of Brooklyn
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
November 4 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
9:00 a.m. Orthros
Sunday
November 5th 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 5™ Sunday of Luke, Galaktion & his wife
Episteme
: .m. F | h
Tuesday 6:00 p.m estal Orthros
November 7th 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy: Synaxis of the Archangels Michael, Gabriel,
Raphael & the other Bodiless Powers
Wednesday ) b . . .
November 8th 7:00 p.m. Great Vespers with Litia/Artoklasia: Nektarios of Pentapolis
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
November 11" 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
November 12" 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 8 Sunday of Luke, John the Merciful
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
November 15 7:00 Divine Litugy: Matthew the Apostle & Evangelist
NATIVITY EAST BEGINS :00 p.m. ivine Litugy: Matthew the Apostle & Evangelis
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
November 18 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
November 19" 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 9% Sunday of Luke, Obadiah the Prophet
Monday 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
November 20" 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy: Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple
Friday 6:00 p.m. Little Compline with Canon of Preparation for Holy Communion
November 24t 6:30 p.m. Great Vespers with Litia/Artoklasia
Catherine the Great Martyr 8:30 p.m. Festal Orthros
ALL NIGHT VIGIL 10:30 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
November 25 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
November 26 10:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 13th Sunday of Luke, Alypius the Stylite
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros

November 29th

7:00 p.m.

Divine Liturgy: Andrew the First-Called Apostle
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2023
How Our Archdiocese Serves Us: Christian Education
From the Department of Communications

Thanks be to God, the Antiochian Archdiocese has 36 departments and organizations — and their
committees — comprised of dedicated clergy and laity who serve at the parish, diocesan and
Archdiocesan levels.

But perhaps we don't know enough about Homeschooling, Lay Ministry, Sacred Music,
Conventions and Conference Planning, Capital Improvement, and more, and how each of them
work to strengthen the body of Christ.

The Department of Communications is pleased to present a new series: "How Our Archdiocese
Serves Us." We'll get to meet and know the people who comprise these groups, their current
functions and future plans, their successes, and how we can get involved.

Antiochian Orthodox Department of Christian Education (AODCE)

Interview with Anna-Sarah Farha, Director
aodce@antiochian.org

https://antiochian.org/dashboard?name=christian%20education
https://www.facebook.com/AODCE/
https://orthodoxchurchschoolteachers.wordpress.com/
https://orthodoxchristianparenting.wordpress.com/

Tell us a bit about your personal history
with the Archdiocese.

My history with the Archdiocese began at a
Christian Education workshop in 2016,
hosted by St. Andrew Church in Brier,
Wash. Mrs. Carole Buleza (Director, 2000-
21), led the workshop. The presentation
was so edifying that | was immediately
inspired to approach Carole and ask if there
were any place for me to serve as a
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volunteer within the Department. Carole 2a
welcomed me onto the team as a diocesan
coordinator and assistant for Church Schools.
Through that opportunity, | established and
built relationships with church school directors
across the Archdiocese and assisted In
supporting their Christian Education ministries.
These relationships were further strengthened
during the COVID Pandemic when the
Christian Education community resolved to
develop virtual Christian Education and
outreach programs to maintain a personal
connection with our students and their families until we could return to the classroom. It
is a tremendous personal blessing to work alongside such dedicated educators.

What is your department all about? What are its basic duties and outreaches?
Christian Education joyfully serves the Sunday Church Schools and families of the
Archdiocese. In that regard, the department educates and trains teachers and directors,
attends to curriculum needs, and assists and supports parents and caregivers as they
form their children in the Faith.

How has your department evolved since its inception to present day? Have you
added volunteers, new technologies and programs over the years?

1 The Department of Christian Education
has a vibrant history that has continually
evolved to meet the ever-expanding
needs of parishes. In the early years,
educators across the Archdiocese mostly
stayed in touch by meeting at the
Antiochian Village with the late Dr. John
Boojamra (Director, 1970-2000), or they
would come together at Parish Life
Conferences. Once the internet and email
were mainstream, the department's
website and mailing list became valuable
resources for quickly and conveniently
sharing about curriculum, programs news.
Then, Carole organized the Orthodox Institute, which ran for several years as a pan-
Orthodox Christian Education conference with notable speakers, workshops, and
opportunities for spiritual growth.
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During this same time, the department joined social media with Facebook pages and
blogs for educators and families that are still active and thriving today with the online
Orthodox Christian community. Several employees, diocesan coordinators and
volunteers contributed to the content over the years.



The department has always supported Sunday Church Schools through teacher trainings
and workshops on the local level and at PLCs. Now, in addition to in-person events, we
can present sessions via Zoom, record the content, and then make it available to
everyone almost instantly. Additionally, all new curriculum since 2018 is digital and posted
on the department's website so that it can be freely accessed.

In 2021, the Department of Christian Education (also now referred to as Christian
Education Ministry) became part of the newly formed Department of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries under the leadership of V. Rev. Fr. Nicholas Belcher. Also within this
department are the Ministries of Camping, Youth, and Young Adults. We are grateful for
the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Saba to continue the work of serving all
families across our beloved Archdiocese.

How many people are working in your department or organization, and what are
their roles?

Supporting the work of Christian Education on a volunteer basis are the diocesan
coordinators who generously make themselves available to present workshops in
parishes and at local and regional retreats. We also have a dedicated team of talented
writers and clergy editors (including many of our diocesan coordinators) producing new
curriculum for Sunday Church Schools and writing book reviews and articles for our
blogs.

4

Why is your department so important to the parishes, clergy and laity of the
Archdiocese?

Christian Education must be a year-round, life-long ministry in every parish. And it is full
of energy, fun, and opportunity for multi-generational learning. The department offers
Sunday Church School curriculum for preschool through adult ages, Vacation Church
School summer programs, Christian Education workshops and conferences, and at-home



resources for Orthodox Christian families. Christian Education is fully accessible to our
students, their families, and our educators throughout the entire year.

" G . What are your department's

s ' primary objectives and vision
for the next two years?
As one of the ministries within the
Department of Youth and Young
Adult Ministries, Christian
Education will continue to
collaborate with Camping
Ministry, Youth Ministry, and
Young Adult Ministry. We serve
the families of the Archdiocese
. together and in unison!

Currently, Christian Education is
;. creating an eight-year cycle of
Sunday Church School
curriculum. Each year will focus on a different book of the Bible, selected from the Old
and New Testaments. The initiative of producing annual curriculum began with the
release of Who Do You Say That | Am? A Gospel of Matthew Orthodox Sunday School
Curriculum for the 2021-22 school year. Next was Like the Stars of Heaven, A Book of
Genesis Orthodox Sunday School Curriculum, and for this year One Body in Christ, A
Book of Romans Orthodox Sunday School Curriculum. With the addition of Adult lessons
this year, parishioners of all ages have the opportunity to learn about the same spiritual
focus during the Church year.

Tell us about a recent success story.

The Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries establishes an annual theme that
is shared across its departments (Christian Education, Youth, Camping, Young Adult) for
Sunday Church School curriculum, Creative Festivals, Oratorical Festival, Bible Bowl,
Christian Education classes at summer camps, and others. Last year's theme was
Genesis 1:26, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness." The feedback
from educators was that they learned just as much or more than their students as they
prepared for and presented the lessons. They were eager to dive deeper into the study
of Scripture. Our students also responded positively to the consistent theme across the
Archdiocese programs in which they participated: Bible Bowl teams and Oratorical
Festival participants were extremely well-prepared at the Archdiocese Convention, and
Creative Festivals participation across the Archdiocese increased by 38% from 2022 to
2023. Glory to God!



How has your department been
meaningful to you personally and
improved your life in Christ?

Growing up, | remember my mother
spending several hours each week
preparing to teach her Sunday Church
School class. She found joy and peace in
the Holy Scriptures, and great purpose in
sharing the Faith with others during the —-.suﬁ
lessons.

From my start as a volunteer within the
department, to now as its director, it is a S
personal blessing to be a part of a ministry for educators, parents, and caregivers who
are sharing the Faith in their classrooms and homes. In my Sunday Church School
classroom at St. George Church in Jacksonville, Fla., | am learning beside you and
growing beside you!

=" How do people get involved in
‘ the work of your department?
What kinds of expertise do you
need from them?
If you are not already involved with
Christian Ed at the parish level,
prayerfully consider approaching
your priest and church school
director about service
opportunities. On behalf of the
students and their families, an
immense "thank you" goes out to all
the dedicated educators for their
| enthusiasm and commitment to the

. : \ highest standard of Orthodox

Chrlstlan education for our Archdiocese. Parents and caregivers play an essential role in
the success of Christian Education, too — it all starts at home: the Little Church!

All are invited to the upcoming pan-Orthodox conference, Handing Down the Faith:
Equipped for Every Good Work, at the Antiochian Village, June 6-9, 2024, hosted by the
Antiochian Orthodox Department of Christian Education. Learn more about Christian
Education and personal faith formation with speakers, workshops, collaborative time with
fellow educators, and more. Schedule and registration details will soon be available on
the Department of Christian Education page.
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Perfect for families, youth groups, and church
gatherings, this game promotes unity, spiritual growth,
and a deeper connection to
your faith in a festive setting.

=) =

; QT

=

For comments and feedback: JoyTeamUSA@gmail.com

To place your order: https://store.antiochianvillage.org/
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The Holy Synod Meeting, October 2023
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

On Saturday evening, October 21, in a solemn prayer of thanksgiving and joy, the
metropolitans of the archdioceses of the Patriarchate of Antioch, from various
continents, announced the canonization of the two new martyrs, Priests Nicholas
Khasha and his son, Habib. This solemn celebration was attended by a large
audience of clergy, faithful, scouts of the Orthodox Archdiocese of Tripoli, and the
choir of the Balamand Theological Institute. For the first time, the apolytikion of
the newly recognized saints was sung. May their intercession be with all of us. Their
joint feast is set for July 16 each year.

The two martyrs lived virtuous lives marked by dedicated priestly service and great
devotion and asceticism. Each died as a martyr for his faith and priesthood. Saint
Nicholas was martyred in the city of Mersin (in present-day Turkey), under brutal
torture by order of a security officer, on August 2, 1917. He was tortured to make
him confess the names of his parishioners to whom the Consul of England in Cyprus
had sent some letters, via another parishioner who confessed the matter to Father
Nicholas before handing the letters to their recipients. Knowing the seriousness of
the matter, Father Nicholas prevented him from delivering them and destroyed
them. He endured brutal torture until martyrdom and did not acknowledge the
names of his congregants.

Thirty-one years after his martyrdom, his son, Father Habib, was also martyred
during a spiritual retreat in Mount Hermon, which is shared by Syria and Lebanon,
where he was met by a gang of smugglers. He surrendered his soul after he had
received from their hands a variety of insults and brutal torture to make him deny
his faith, and he did not. When the Lebanese police found his body, there was not
a single unbroken bone in it. He was martyred on July 16, 1948.

The Fathers of the Antiochian Synod also included St. Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn,
in the Antiochian ecclesiastical calendar, at my request.

The Fathers also designated the second Sunday after Pentecost, the Sunday
following All Saints Sunday, as a special commemoration for the Saints of Antioch.



Icons of different sizes of both Saint Raphael and the New Holy Martyrs, as well as
their biographies, were printed in two separate books. The service of the two new
saints was also written by the hymnographer Father Athanasius of the Holy
Monastery of Simonopetra of Athos. A special liturgical service will also be
prepared for the feast of All Saints of Antioch. Translation of the biography and
service into English is to be done soon thereafter, in our Archdiocese.

In the context of the inflamed situation in a number of regions and their negative
repercussions on ecclesiastical relations, the fathers of the Holy Synod sent a
practical message to all on the priority of reconciliation and peace. They decided to
restore the broken communion amongst the clergy that had existed between the
Patriarchates of Antioch and Jerusalem and to find a solution to the issue of the
jurisdictional dispute over the territory of “Qatar” in a way that preserves the See
of Antioch’s right of historical jurisdiction over it. A delegation of the Antiochian
Synod will visit Amman, the capital of Jordan, to express the love of the sons of the
See of Antioch for the sons of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, to stand by them in
these difficult and fateful circumstances, and to hand over to them the aid collected
in the churches of the archdioceses.

In addition, in an extraordinary session, the Synod of Antioch elected
Archimandrite Antonios Saad as Metropolitan of the Archdiocese of Bosra, Houran,
and Jabal al-Arab, Bishop Gregory (Khoury) as Metropolitan of the Archdiocese of
Homs and dependencies, and Archimandrite Dimitri Mansour as auxiliary bishop to
the Patriarch with the title of “Bishop of Qara.” The Synod also elected Bishop
Romanos Al-Hannat, the Patriarchal Vicar, as Secretary of the Holy Synod of
Antioch.

The fathers of the Holy Synod studied a presentation on the livelihood of the priests
in the tragic economic conditions experienced by the inhabitants of Syria and
Lebanon, prepared by me. The presentation included a theoretical section looking
at three sources of securing the livelihood of the priest. The implementation of this
vision cannot be done now, because of the catastrophic economic situation in the
two countries. The second section also included a proposal to establish a common
fund to be funded by the archdioceses of the diaspora to support the livelihood of
priests.



The Holy Synod reviewed several pastoral topics such as the unification of liturgical
services, humanitarian aid, clergy decency, and discipline. They also listened to
studies and reports on global developments and their reflection on ecclesiastical
affairs.

The Holy Synod was preceded by a conference held by the St. John of Damascus
Theological Institute at the University of Balamand, titled “The Antiochian
Orthodox Church from the Fifteenth to the Eighteenth Century: Towards an
Accurate Understanding of History.” A number of researchers in church history
from many various backgrounds and universities such as Lebanon, Syria, Greece,
Turkey, Romania, Russia, Ukraine, America, and Germany participated in the
conference’s presentations.

In particular, the conference contributed to clarifying the ecclesiastical situation in
the period that witnessed the establishment and growth of the Melkite Greek
Catholic Church in the East.

We are deeply grateful to the Lord of the Church who enabled the fathers to meet
despite the tragic situation taking place in the region. The convening of this Synod
meeting has shown that nothing surpasses the importance of meeting our brothers
and sisters in a spirit of prayer and love. May God support us all to be messengers
of peace, love, and joy in this troubled world, which lacks His living presence among
us.
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