ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
27 Helmi Awad 13
28 Nickolas Abraham 52
28 Michael Aziz 68
29 Hanneh Dib 16
30 Isabelle Younes 3
30 Sadie Habib 40
30 Nestas Wakileh 31
1 Aimen Daher 42
2 Laurice Habib 9
2 Nada Yacoub Nassar 34
2 Michel Hinnawi 29
3 Jean Issa 54

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar,
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena, Rami and Maien.

MEMORIAL
3- And 9-Day memorial service for Dawood Yousef Hajjar offered by Claudette and Shafic

Zabaneh, Rania Zabaneh and their families. May his memory be eternal!
The coffee hour is offered today in loving memory of Dawood Yousef Hajjar by his family.

ETERNAL LIGHT

Dec 3: In loving memory of Ernest and Yvonne Younes from their family.
Dec 3: for the good health of Issa Bisharat and his family

Dec 15: in loving memory of Helen Haddad from her family

Dec 24: for the good health of Issa Bisharat and his family

FALAFEL LUNCHEON

On Sunday, December 3, 2023, St. George Men Society will be hosting a Falafel Sandwiches Lunch
at the church basement. Please come and enjoy a hearty Falafel sandwiches with your family and
friends. Please mark your calendar for the following dates, Sunday Dec 17 (Foul).



FEAST OF ST. BARBARA

e Holy bread is offered for the good health of Grace Barbara and Nicole Dahdaly on their name’s day
sake. We wish to thank the Dahdaly family for sponsoring this feast, and serving the traditional Ulbe on
this occasion.

POINSETTIA FLOWERS

e We are in need of Poinsettia flowers to decorate the Altar. If you wish to donate a plant, please see Mr.
George Ghneim or call the office 905-731-7210.

HUMANITARIAN PROJECTS

e SHOEBOXES FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD- over 170 shoeboxes were filled by our
community and were dropped off for delivery to needy children around the world.

PACKING OF BLESSING BAGS — was done this past Thursday. We prepared 150 bags for men, 75
bags for women and 180 bags for children. The bags will be distributed in the coming weeks to needy
people in the downtown area by St. John the Compassionate Mission as well as to the people who attend
their sister mission, Scarborough Good Neighbours Drop-in.

PRISON MINISTRY ANGEL TREE PROGRAM - Angels were only just received this week. We
are sponsoring 21 children who live remotely and their gifts must be delivered through the mail. All the
gifts have been purchased and sent to the caregivers, but you are still able to pay the sponsorship of one
of these children by making a donation to the church for $35 — please mark your cheque/donation for
humanitarian projects please and thank you.

Michelle and Joanie are very grateful for everyone’s generosity and support to these special projects.
May you be richly blessed for helping to share the love of God with so many men, women and children
during this special time of year. Thankyou — Chucrun!

In February, during the coldest time of the winter, we will be once again offering mini loot bags to the
mission for our “Warm Hands — Warm Hearts Program”. Hats and gloves along with a healthy snack
will be provided to those in need who attend these 2 drop-in facilities. We would be grateful for your
donations to help with the purchase of these items! God Bless and Thanks!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us

Michelle Alexopoulos 416-831-3813; m.alexopoulos@utoronto.ca;

Joanie Younes 416-402-7424; joanieunis@hotmail.com

SUNDAY-SCHOOL REGISTRATION 2023-2024

e Please see the attached QR code for registration.


mailto:m.alexopoulos@utoronto.ca
mailto:joanieunis@hotmail.com

CHURCH OFFICE

Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr.
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888

MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE

The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy. If you have
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the
church or downstairs in the basement.

BLESSING OF HOMES

Father Georges is visiting our parishioners and blessing their homes. If you like to have your home
blessed, please call Fr. Georges 416-725-2888 or email the office info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org
with your name and address. Father prefers that those who live in apartment’s building to arrange for
few apartments to be blessed together.

TEEN SOYO

Congratulations to our newly elected TEEN SOYO Board Members...

President: Peter Mokbel

V/P: Peter Novratidis

Treasurer: Helena Mokbel

Secretary: Michael Ishac

Social Media: Dima Alzidan

Coordinators: Lucas El Bouri, Mark Moussa and Paul Petro Youth Advisors: Angela Ghazal and Fadi
Freiga

If you are interested in joining our Teen SOYO group please contact our Youth Advisors.
Note: members must be between the ages of 13-19 years old.

Angela Ghazal: 416-720-0308

Fadi Freiga: 647-829-6136

FIRE ROUTE, HANDICAPPED PARKING, AND PARKING LINES

Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire hydrant, for this is a fire
route. Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking. Anyone who parks and
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged.

e Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate



mailto:info@stgeorgeantiochianchurch.org
http://www.stgeorgeto.org/

e PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9
Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.
(Psalm 112:5)



DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 03, 2023
TONE 1 /7 EOTHINON 4; TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST &

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF LUKE
THE HOLY PROPHET ZEPHANIAH; MARTYRS AGAPIOS, SELEUKOS AND MAMAS;
VENERABLE THEODOULOS, EPARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE; VENERABLE THEODOULOS OF CYPRUS

let us worship...
hymns in the following order:

During the Little Entrance, chant the Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come,
save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...”

After the Little Entrance, chant these

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE ONE

I calil dabidl) ¢ gl ool

While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the
soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body,
Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior,
granting life to the world. For which cause the
heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver
of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ,
glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence,
O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind.
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Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF
CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE
(**The original melody**)
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On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give
birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was
before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on
hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the
Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him *
Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young Child
Who * before the ages is God.
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Twenty-sixth Sunday after
Pentecost)
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Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to
the Ephesians. (5:8-19)
Brethren, walk as children of light—for the fruit
of light is found in all that is good and right and
true—and try to learn what is pleasing to the
Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a
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shame even to speak of the things that they do in
secret; but when anything is exposed by the light
it becomes visible, for anything that becomes
visible is light. Therefore, it is said, “Awake, O
sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give you light.” Look carefully then how you
walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the
most of the time, because the days are evil.
Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. And do not get
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be
filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody to the Lord with all your
heart.
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Fourteenth Sunday of Luke)

(Bt o ke gl) 5230) iy

The Reading from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Luke. (18:35-43)

At that time, when Jesus drew near to Jericho, a
blind man was sitting by the roadside begging;
and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired
what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of
Nazareth is passing by.” And he cried, “Jesus,
Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those
who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be
silent; but he cried out all the more, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped,
and commanded him to be brought to him; and
when he came near, Jesus asked him, “What do
you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let
me receive my sight.” And Jesus said to him,
“Receive your sight; your faith has made you
well.” And immediately he received his sight
and followed Jesus, glorifying God; and all the
people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.
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The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues

as usual.

THE DISMISSAL

ad)

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ
our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother;
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by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
Cross; by the protection of the honorable
Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner
and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the
saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of
Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-
victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and
protector of this holy community; of the holy and
righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna;
of the Holy Prophet Zephaniah; Martyrs
Agapios, Seleukos and Mamas; Venerable
Theodoulos, Eparch of Constantinople; and
Venerable Theodoulos of Cyprus, whose
memory we celebrate today, and of all the saints:
have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He
is good and loveth mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The
Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright ©
Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved.
These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use,
without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.




Help Give
Bags of Blessings!!

¢ Our Church is again making “Blessing Bags” for people in
need. The bags will be distributed during this Christmas season
through St. John the Compassionate Mission.

*» Each bag will contain: Toiletries, Socks, Hats & Gloves, and an
extra Christmas treat/gift. Samples of the bags are shown
below.

T ¥
.J’;%?,‘% Jgsys
‘ RJ—‘AV(SN_ . © M Ue _,@’r
T ﬁ' \ ngﬁ}iN *

SLASON F 5 o%_ SLASON -

This small gesture will make someone’s Christmas a little
brighter and remind them of God’s love!!

Jesus teaches us that It is more blessed to give than to receive. This year the
mission has indicated the need is far greater than normal. To help we are aiming
to make: 150 bags for men, 75 for women & 180 for children. Please help us make
this year's goal and give generously.

Donations can be made to the Church. Please write on the cheque, or note on the
online donation, that the funds are for Blessing Bags.

For more information, or to get involved in packing/distributing, please contact:
Joanie Younes (joanieunis@hotmail.com) or Michelle Alexopoulos (m.alexopoulos@utoronto.ca)




Services at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.

Month: December 2023

Date Time Service
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
December 2" | 5.00 p.m. Great Vespers
9:00 a.m. Orthros
Sunday — :
December 37 10:15a.m. Divine Liturgy: 14th Sunday of Luke, The Holy Prophet Sophonias
7:00 p.m. Great Vespers & Litia/Artoklasia: Barbara the Great Martyr, John of Damascus
Tuesday 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
December 5™ 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy: Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra
10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy: Conception by St. Anna of the Most Holy Theotokos
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
December 9t
5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
December 10" [ 10:15a.m. | Divine Liturgy: 10t Sunday of Luke, Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes, & Eugraphos
Monday 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
December 11" 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy: Spyridon the Wonderworker of Trymithous
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
December 16" | 5.00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
December 17" |10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy: Daniel the Prophet & Ananias, Azarias, & Misail
Tuesday 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
December 19" | 7.00 p.m. Divine Liturgy: Ignatius of Antioch, Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ
Fri
Decer:gzrzznd 10:00 a.m. Great (Royal) Hours and Typika
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
December 23 | 5.00 p.m. Great Vespers
9:00 a.m. Orthros
Sunday i Y ] . .
December 24th 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 13th Sunday of Luke, Alypius the Stylite
7:00 p.m. Great Vespers & Litia-Artoklasia
Monday 9:00 a.m. Festal Orthros
December 25%
CHRISTMAS 10:15 a.m. Festal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great: NATIVITY OF CHRIST
DecTeuniE)(:::VZGth 7:00 p.m. Great Vespers & Litia-Artoklasia: Stephen, Archdeacon & First Martyr
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Confessions
December 30" 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
9:00 a.m. Orthros
Sunday i Y i - . - .
December 31t 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy: Sunday after Nativity, Apodosis of the Nativity of Christ
7:00 p.m. Great Vespers & Litia-Artoklasia: Circumcision of Christ, Basil the Great




Activities at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.

Month: December 2023

Date Time Activity Location
Friday 7:00 -9:00 pm Byzantine Music Class Church Basement
Sunday School Activity for the
D 1t :00-9: :
ecember 8:00-9:30 pm Feast of St. Barbara Gym at St. George Centre
De?:aetr:gzyznd 5:30-7:30 pm Soccer Gym at St. George Centre
Sunday After Holy
December 37 Communion Sunday School Church Basement
Thursday
December 7th 8:30-11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Friday 7:00—-9:00 pm Byzantine Music Class Church Basement
December 8" | 7:30-11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Saturday 5:30-7:30 pm Soccer Gym at St. George Centre
December 9* 6:00 — 8:00 pm YAM Bible Study Church Basement
Sunday Christmas Carols Performed
December 10 1:00-3:00 pm by the Sunday School Church & Basement
Thursday 10:30- 2:00 pm Homeschooling Group Church Basement
December 14" | 8:30 - 11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Friday 7:00-9:00 pm Byzantine Music Class Church Basement
December 15" | 7:30-11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
De:j;:gg?{gh 5:30-7:30 pm Soccer Gym at St. George Centre
Dec:rlimnbczyﬂth 6:00 — 8:00 pm Nativity Concert Church
Tuesday . .
December 19th 6:00 — 7:00 pm Bi-weekly Catechism Class Church Basement
Thursday
December 21° 8:30-11p.m. Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Friday - .
December 237 7:30—-11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Thursday
December 28th 8:30-11p.m. Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Friday - .
7:30—-11:30 pm | Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre

December 29t
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December 5: Venerable Saba the Sanctified
(From The Prologue from Ochrid by St. Nicholai Velimirovich)

The unknown village of Mutalaska, in the province of Cappadocia, became famous
through this great luminary of the Orthodox Church. St. Saba was born there of his
parents John and Sophia. At the age of eight, he left the home of his parents and was
tonsured a monk in a nearby monastic community of St. Flavian (Feb. 16). After ten
years, he moved to the monasteries of Palestine and remained longest in the
monastery of St. Euthymios the Great (Jan. 20) and St. Theoctistus (Sept. 3). The
clairvoyant Euthymios prophesied of Saba that he would become a famous monk
and a teacher of monks, and that he would establish a lavra (a cluster of monastic
cells) greater than all the lavras of that time.

After the death of Euthymios, Saba withdrew to the desert, where he lived for five
years as a hermit in a cave shown to him by an angel of God. Afterward, when he
had matured in the monastic life, he began by divine providence to gather around
him many who desired the spiritual life. Soon, such a large number gathered that
Saba had to build a church and many cells. Some Armenians also came to him, and
for them he provided a cave where they would be able to celebrate services in the
Armenian language.

When Saba’s father died, his aged mother Sophia came to him, and he tonsured her
a nun. He gave her a cell located at a distance from his monastery, where she lived
a life of asceticism until her death.

This holy father endured many assaults from all sides: from those who were close to
him, from heretics and from demons. But he triumphed over them all: those close to
him, by kindness and indulgence; the heretics, by his unwavering confession of the
Orthodox Faith; the demons, by the sign of the Cross and calling upon God for help.
He had a particularly great struggle with demons on Mount Castellium, where he
established his second monastery.

In all, Saba established seven monasteries. He and St. Theodosius the Great (Jan.
11), his neighbor, are considered to be the greatest lights and pillars of Orthodoxy in
the East. They corrected emperors and patriarchs in matters of the Faith, and to
everyone they served as an example of saintly humility and the miraculous power of
God.

After a toilsome and very fruitful life, St. Saba entered into rest in 532 at the age of
94. Among his many wondrous and good works, let it at least be mentioned that he



was the first to compile the Order of Services for use in monasteries, now known as
the Jerusalem Typicon.

For Consideration
A man may be great in some skill, as a statesman or a military leader, but no one
among men is greater than a man who is great in faith, hope and love.

The greatness of St. Saba’s faith and hope in God is best shown by the following
incident: One day, the steward of the monastery came to Saba and informed him that
the following Saturday and Sunday he would be unable to the strike the semantron?,
according to tradition, to the summon the brethren to the communal service and meal
because there was not a trace of flour in the monastery nor anything at all to eat or
drink. For this reason, even the Divine Liturgy was not possible. The saint replied
without hesitation: “I shall not cancel the Divine Liturgy because of the lack of flour;
faithful is He Who commanded us not to be concerned about bodily things, and
mighty is He to feed us in time of hunger.” Saba placed all his hope in God. In this
extremity, he was prepared to send some of the ecclesiastical vessels or vestments to
be sold in the city so that the brothers would be deprived neither of the divine
services nor the customary meal.

However, before Saturday, some men, moved by divine providence, brought thirty
mules laden with wheat, wine and oil to the monastery. “What do you say now,
brother?” Saba asked the steward. “Shall we not strike the semantron and assemble
the fathers?” The steward was ashamed because of his lack of faith and begged the
abbot for forgiveness.

Saba’s biographer describes this saint as “severe with demons but mild toward men.”
Once, some monks rebelled against Saba, and for this they were driven from the
monastery by order of Patriarch Elias. They built themselves huts by a river near
Tekoa, where they endured privation in all things. Hearing that they were starving,
Saba loaded mules with flour and brought it to them personally. Seeing that they had
no church, he built one for them. At first, the monks received Saba with hatred, but
later, they responded to his love with love and repented of their former misdeeds
toward him.

May we have his intercession before God.

L A long piece of wood, shaped for resonance and struck rapidly with a mallet.



