ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
29 Elia Daides 2
29 Hanna Ghawi 13
29 Hayat Khoury 20
29 Michael Ibrahim 24
29 Eileen Habib 28
30 Saied Massad 4
30 Hallam Habib 59
30 Shahna Thomas 54
30 Albert Issa 26
1 Robert Dewar 27
1 Jabra Khalilieh 23
1 Mary Thomas 72
1 Elias Bahou 17
2 Michael Issa Qagqish 3
2 Shheilan Armaly 18
5 Anastasia Awad 5
5 Albert Dabous 18
5 Renee Karra 17

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar,
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena, Rami and Maien.

ETERNAL LIGHTS

May 3: In loving memory of Boulos Salim Tannous from his wife Marlene and his children.

May 5: For the good health of Issa Bisharat and his children.

May 5: In loving memory of Munir Muasher, Khalil, Sara and Safwan Muasher from
Shadia Muasher and family.

May 12: For the good health of Feryal Bisharat and her family.

May 19: In loving memory of Adel Younes from his family.

June 9: In loving memory of Ernest Younes from his family.



SCHEDULE OF USHERING FOR APRIL 2024

Friday, May 3: Colette EI-Hajj Lena Abousaleh Monir Ayyad
Wail Haddad Kathy Kakish

Saturday, May 4:  Alexandra Morton  Nabil Abousaleh George Nims

MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE

The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy. If you have
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the
church or downstairs in the basement.

CHURCH OFFICE

Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr.
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888

FIRE ROUTE, HANDICAPPED PARKING, AND PARKING LINES

Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire Hydrant, for this is a fire
route. Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking. Anyone who parks and
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged.

TEEN SOYO

Congratulations to our newly elected TEEN SOYO Board Members...

President: Peter Mokbel

V/P: Peter Novratidis

Treasurer: Helena Mokbel

Secretary: Michael Ishac

Social Media: Dima Alzidan

Coordinators: Lucas El Bouri, Mark Moussa and Paul Petro Youth Advisors: Angela Ghazal and Fadi
Freiga

If you are interested in joining our Teen SOYO group please contact our Youth Advisors.
Note: members must be between the ages of 13-19 years old.

Angela Ghazal: 416-720-0308

Fadi Freiga: 647-829-6136



e Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate
e PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9
Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.
(Psalm 112:5)



http://www.stgeorgeto.org/
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March 31%, 2024

Dearest Brothers and sisters in Christ,

Subject: Ushering Procedures and protocols

We are pleased to inform you that during its March 26th Meeting, the Parish Council
endorsed the new procedures and protocols for ushering. The primary aim of these
measures 1s to update ushering activities and, most importantly, to welcome new
volunteers to participate and engage in the church community's life.

As such, we are currently seeking volunteers for the month of April to help with
ushering duties and support the process. If you are available during the upcoming
weeks, please reach out to me via email or text message at the contact details below.
According to the updated protocol, the Head Usher to supervise all ushering
activities, along with 4-6 volunteer ushers who will assist the two (2) Parish Council
member volunteers.

We welcome new volunteers to serve during our liturgy, however, kindly note that
to ensure a fair opportunity for as many parishioners as possible to volunteer, only
those whose names have been announced will be serving as ushers. Others are kindly
requested to wait for their turn. Thank you for your understanding.

Thank you for your cooperation.
For the Glory of God!

Ra’ed G Dallal
raed_dallal@yahoo.ca
Text: (416) 576-3232
Call: (905) 833-2333



mailto:raed_dallal@yahoo.ca

CHRIST IS RISEN, HE IS TRULY RISEN

Many thanks for all those who contributed to beautify the Altar of the Lord with Easter Lilies
May His Resurrection bring Peace and Salvation to one and all!

George & Rose Ghneim

Rafik Bechbache & family

Fouad & Christiane Kodsi

Basil & Gabriella Gharghoury
Shafik Zabaneh & family

Samir Abdelnour & family

John & Rita Dahdaly & family
Nicolas, Andrea, Hala & Christopher Zabaneh
Paul & Janice Ghazal

Judy, Botros Assaf & family
George & Jocelyne Korkor & family
Souheil El-Achhab & family

Katia & Adib Alhaddad

Nabil Samaan & family

George, Odette Boutros & family
Nada, Triantafillos & Anastasios Bobotsis
Christine Nicolack & family

Mike & Brenda Kakish & family
Nour Samman & family

Nicola Tas & family

Maria Visconti

Alex & Diane Younes

Aftim, Samantha, Makrios & Eva Nassar
Hanada & Amanda Kardassopoulos
Nabil Kakish & family

Banayout & Mary Kardassopoulos
Jerry Habib

Bassam Elhin & family

William Kakish & family

Marie Gharghoury

Georges & Lara Ayoub

Anita Zaccak & family

Elias Madbak & family

Fihmi Rizik & family

Razan Baroudi

Majed & Faten Qagqish

Fadi Deratani & family

Monir Ayyad & family

Ibrahim Zaccak & family

Wail & Majda Kakish

Elie & Hilda Haddad

Mike, Kathy Vieira & family
Emad Petro & family
Roger & Helen Kodsi
Natalie Kodsi & Steve Vitella
Lilyan Alassaf & family
Laila & Wayne Scott
Alexandra Morton

Wisam Hinn & family
Faddoul Elabou & family
Yared Yared & family
Mary Hamawi

Nabil & Nahia Abboud
Emad Kakish & family
Peter & Nablia Zabaneh
Jamil, Samia and Helen Nassar
Ramzi Shnoudeh & family
Berge Atkian & family
Ghalia Kakish & family
Habib Tannous & family
Locia LoRe

John & Lina Kakish
Nassar & Nadia Nassar
Nabil Jahshan & family
Ghaleb & Janet Kakish
Munther & Sitham Qagqish
Maien Qaqish & family
Raed Dallal & family
Rosette Mansour & family
Farouk Alkassam & family
Teddy & Diana Abdo
Amal Hawa & family
Nader Kakish & family
Alex & Marianne Kakish
Samir Zabaneh & family
Daher Assaf & family
Nadim & Vilma Faza
Abou-Saleh family

Darius Zaccak & family
Hanna & Daisy Obeid
Wail & Margo Kakish

Elie Alsalloum & family



Venise Kousaie

Edward & Dalal Abboud

Maha Khashram

Gaby & Ghada Tabangi

Basilis & Anita Novratidis
Gaby Stavro & family

Julie Imreibe & family

Ola Zabana & family

Rami & Joan Younes

Greta Raffoul & family

Nabil & Samia Beidas

Dimitry Sapon & family
George Qubti & family

Samira Qaqish

William Besharat & family
Frank & Nicole Finelli

Randa Hamawi-Issa

Costa Veronica & Matylda Nassar
Wissam, Denise, Lucas & Maria El-Bouri
Yousri & Josette Awadalla

Naji & Vivian El-Achhab

Issa & Feryal Bisharat & family
Nadim Irbib & family

Marlene Boulos Tannous
Nadim & Christina Tannous
Sumaya Barghout

Nabih El-Hage

Ferial Zabana

Isam Zabana & family

Mona Gorab

Hanna & Fadwa Hinnawi
Fadi & Rana Obeid

Jane

Farah Zakkak & family
Wail & Majida Haddad
Andy & Emily

Nadia Younes

Artim Arinkin

Souheil & Colette El-Hajj
Richard & Magda Zakaib
Elias Zakkak & family
Peter Qubti & family
Raouf Besharat & family
George & Anne Dahdaly
Issa & Basma Abdallah
Said Bisharat & family
Nina Kazmirova

Nofal & Fadia Boulos

Abdul Razzak Aleilan & family

Ramzi Qubti & family

Diana Mandalentsis & family

Hani Shuhaibar

Bassam & Deena Tannous
Salim & Irene Tannous
Samir Berbari

Samya Dabbagh & family
Richard Zakaib & family
Wassim El-Hage & family



FLOWERS FOR GOOD FRIDAY

Thank you! To all the people who donated the flowers that were for Good Friday service to
decorate the Bier of Christ, they were presented for the good health of their families.

George & Rose Ghneim
Fouad & Christiane Kodsi
Basil & Gabriella Gharghoury
Laila & Wayne Scott

Nicolas, Andrea, Hala & Christopher Zabaneh

Mary Hamawi
Nabil Samaan & family
Jamil, Samia and Helen Nassar

Aftim, Samantha, Makrios & Eva Nassar

Banayout & Mary Kardassopoulos
Raed Dallal & family

Marie Gharghoury

Alex & Marianne Kakish

Fadi Deratani & family

Elie & Hilda Haddad

Mona Gorab

Hanna & Fadwa Hinnawi

Fadi & Rana Obeid

Basilis & Anita Novratidis
Farah Zakkak & family

Ola Zabana & family

Rami & Joan Younes

Dimitry Sapon & family

Raouf Besharat & family

Frank & Nicole Finelli

Abdul Razzak Aleilan & family
Issa & Feryal Bisharat & family
Nadim Irbib & family

Marlene Boulos Tannous
Nadim & Christina Tannous
Sumaya Barghout

Nabih El-Hage

Ferial Zabana

Isam Zabana & family

Rafik Bechbache & family
Roger & Helen Kodsi
Natalie Kodsi & Steve Vitella
Alexandra Morton

Wisam Hinn & family
Nabil & Nahia Abboud
George, Odette Boutros & family
Habib Tannous & family
Nassar & Nadia Nassar
Maien Qaqish & family
Rosette Mansour & family
Teddy & Diana Abdo
Daher Assaf & family
Hanna & Daisy Obeid
Elie Alsalloum & family
Edward & Dalal Abboud
Maha Khashram

Gaby & Ghada Tabangi
Jane

Gaby Stavro & family
Nadia Younes

Greta Raffoul & family
Diane Younes & family
George & Anne Dahdaly
Issa & Basma Abdallah
Ramzi Qubti & family
Diana Mandalentsis & family
Hani Shuhaibar

Bassam & Deena Tannous
Salim & Irene Tannous
Samir Berbari

Samya Dabbagh & family
Richard Zakaib & family
Wassim El-Hage & family
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His Eminence Archbishop of New York and

The Most Reverend Metropolitan of
Metropolitan Saba All North America
The Right Reverend Diocese of Ottawa,
Bishop ALEXANDER Eastern Canada & Upstate NY

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Biocege of Ottatwa, Eastern Canada & Wpstate Pew Bork

PASCHI 2024

Beloved Clergy and Faithful of the Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada and Upstate New
York:

Greetings and blessings on this Feast of Feasts and Season of Seasons! I share with you an
excerpt from the writings of St. Simeon the New Theologian on the Resurrection:

Most men believe in the resurrection of Christ, but very few have a clear vision of it. That most
sacred formula which is daily on our lips does not say, “Having believed in Christ’s
resurrection,” but, “Having beheld Christ’s resurrection, let us worship the Holy Lord Jesus,
who alone is without sin.” How then does the Holy Spirit urge us to say, “Having beheld
Christ’s resurrection,” which we have not seen as though we had seen it, when Christ has
risen once for all a thousand years ago, and even then, without anybody’s seeing it? Surely
Holy Scripture does not wish us to lie? Far from it! Rather, it urges us to speak the truth, that
the resurrection of Christ takes place in each of us who believes, and that not once, but every
hour, so to speak, when Christ the Master arises in us, resplendent in array and flashing with
the lightnings of incorruption and Deity.

As usual, I embrace you on this glorious Feast of the Resurrection of Christ and cry out with
you:

Christ is Risen! ! e@ G.-.‘M‘ Le Christ est Ressuscité! Christos Anesti! Hristos a Inviat!
Amidst the darkness in the world comes the feast of the Resurrection of Christ bringing life and
light to a shattered humanity. Let us then pray for all our brothers and sisters especially those

who suffer because of violence, war, disease, or natural disasters that the Risen Lord may relieve
them of their difficulties and instill hope in their hearts.

Have a Blessed Pascha!

In the risen Christ,

Bishop ALEXANDER
Diocese of/Ottawa, Eastern Canada & Upstate New York
“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

10820 Laverdure St., Montreal, QC H3L 21.9 CANADA
(514) 388-4344 Phone themutran@gyahoo.com (514)388-4051 Fax



DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES FOR
SUNDAY OF GREAT AND ALL-HOLY PASCHA

VARIOUS ARRANGEMENTS OF “CHRIST IS RISEN”

Arabic (slow, chant) // English (slow, chant) // English-Arabic-Greek (quick, chant)
English-Greek (slow, choral) // Arabic (slow, choral)

o The Priest begins Divine Liturgy with “Blessed is the Kingdom” and the choir responds “Amen.” Bearing the
Paschal Candle, the Priest then leads the singing of the Paschal Apolytikion and censes the Altar as follows:

Priest: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling
down death by death; and upon those in the
tombs bestowing life!

Eizall ¢ ass e lg) G (e al8 el LY
sl 8 Gl sladl Cibgg el

Choir: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling
down death by death; and upon those in the
tombs bestowing life! (twice)

Eizall ¢ ass e lg) G (e al8 peal) 1 ABgal)
(0x539) sl 3 Gl Blad) Gy ezl

Censing the west side of the Altar:

rdeiel) 52ilell (o duyill dgall ol i

Priest: Let God arise, and let His enemies be
scattered, and let those who hate Him flee from
before His face.

Cgrs dlacl faes 3ams A A1 roals)

4335 ol e bpmii

Choir: (Refrain) Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death; and upon those
in the tombs, bestowing life!

() o Ge A8 el (M) :Adgal)
sl 3 Gl Blall Gy ecpally Euall 5L

Censing the south side of the Altar:

tdwsiad) 52l (o dugind dgad) 8 (S i

Priest: As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish;
as wax melteth before the fire. (Refrain)

el 153 LSy ¢ Gl HA Ad LS el
(AaD) Lol a5l G

Censing the east side of the Altar:

rdasiall 53ilall (po dudpill dgad) alSH S

Priest: So let sinners perish at the presence of
God, and let the righteous be glad. (Refrain)

Wl 433 ol G Bladll GlE SIS el
Osaaing ol Al Osllgy Gsach Gspidally
(Aa2) . gl

Censing the north side of the Altar:

rdwséad] 535l o Al dgad) 0 (SN Sy

Priest: This is the day which the Lord hath
made; let us rejoice and be glad therein.
(Refrain)

PR Gyl Az ) Asd) sa laa :oalel

Censing the Prothesis and the remainder of the
Sanctuary:

(Sl 8Ly Al gl dgad] Sl

Priest: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit. (Refrain)

(AagD) - il g Mg s U 38 s el

Censing the Iconostasis from the Holy Doors:

i Selall Gl o pulbassisd V) dgadl alSH iy



https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/trop-pascha.standard.arabic.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/Trop-Pascha.Standard.English.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/trop-pascha.standard-quick2.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/Christ%20is%20Risen%2002-1.pdf
https://antiochianprodsa.blob.core.windows.net/musiclibrary/christ_is_risen-arabic-choral2.pdf

Priest: Both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen. (Refrain)

Lol Lopalall a3 g ols) IS5 oY) el
(&)

The Priest completes the censing while singing:

chip o4y sl palSl el

Priest: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling
down death by death; and upon those in the
tombs. ..

Eipall ¢ tags el s Cya a8 fepeal) s S
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Choir: ...bestowing life!

THE FIRST ANTIPHON

Ao Lgaisty)

Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His
Name, give glory to His praises.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Say to God: How awesome are Thy works; let
all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee. Let
it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High.
(Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)

a2 Ishail 4ail 15y ) poen bl 15lla
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THE SECOND ANTIPHON

Al G gacyyy

May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and
may He cause His face to shine upon us, and
have mercy upon us.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen
from the dead; who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy
salvation among all nations; let the peoples give
thanks to Thee, O God, let all the peoples give
thanks to Thee. (Refrain)

May God bless us, and may all the ends of the
earth fear Him. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and
Word of God...

REVETP
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON

QA U ey

Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered,
and let them that hate Him flee from before His
face.

all (e by aris 3t cllacl auen 33, A aad
-4g2)




Refrain: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling
down death by death; and upon those in the
tombs, bestowing life!

As smoke vanisheth, so let them vanish; as wax
melteth before the fire. (Refrain)

So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and
let the righteous be glad. (Refrain)

This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us
rejoice and be glad therein. (Refrain)
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THE EISODIKON (ENTRANCE HYMN)
OF PASCHA

roadll daddl (s daifl) O sSigar)

In the gathering places, bless ye God the Lord
from the springs of Israel. O Son of God, Who
didst rise from the dead, save us, who sing unto
thee. Alleluia.

i) gl Ge GO el IS aalaall b
A (g1 G o 8 G Lol G L Ll
sl .l

After the Little Entrance (Eisodos), sing these hymns

in the following order.

PASCHAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE

oualdl) callls madll ¢ gl gl

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down
death by death, and upon those in the tombs
bestowing life! (once)

czalls Eugall £ dags sl (5 e a8 il
(54) sl & Gl Blall Cags

HYPAKOE OF PASCHA IN TONE FOUR

&I Calll o sSlay)

When they who were with Mary came,
anticipating the dawn, and found the stone rolled
away from the sepulcher, they heard from the
Angel: Why seek ye among the dead, as though
He were mortal man, Him Who abideth in
everlasting light? Behold the grave-clothes. Go
quickly and proclaim to the world that the Lord
Is risen, and hath put death to death. For He is
the Son of God, Who saveth the race of man.

SAAN G385 cape ae (S Sl mial) g
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Al s

Do NOT sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or fe

ast of the temple.

KONTAKION OF PASCHA
IN TONE EIGHT

Gl allls radl) dasdd  glaidl)

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O
Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power
of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God,

Y] g ¥ (e b ) G5 S s
Y] el Lol Wlle iy cnmall 538 Eatid




calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice,
and giving peace unto Thine Apostles, O Thou
Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

Al 2l )e\" EB s 3yl

THE ANTI-TRISAGION HYMN

Y uﬁﬁ e Y

As many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia. (thrice)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

Have put on Christ. Alleluia.
Dynamis!

As many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.

(il B gl QIR el (A S
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THE EPISTLE

Al )

This is the day which the Lord hath made; let
us rejoice and be glad therein.
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His
mercy endureth forever.
The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles
(1:1-8).
In the first book, O Theophilos, I have dealt with
all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day
when he was taken up, after he had given
commandment through the Holy Spirit to the
apostles whom he had chosen. To them he
presented himself alive after his passion by
many proofs, appearing to them during forty
days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And
while staying with them he charged them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you
heard from me, for John baptized with water, but
before many days you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.” So when they had come together,
they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time
restore the kingdom of Israel?” He said to them,
“It is not for you to know times or seasons which
the Father has fixed by his own authority. But
you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you shall be my
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witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria and to the end of the earth.”

oY) bl g 8ralilg

THE GOSPEL

Jaady)

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according

to St. John (1:1-17).
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God,; all things were made
through him, and without him was not anything
made that was made. In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name
was John. He came for testimony, to bear
witness to the light, that all might believe
through him. He was not the light, but was to
bear witness to the light. The true light that
enlightens every man was coming into the
world. He was in the world, and the world was
made through him, yet the world knew him not.
He came to his own, and his own received him
not. But to all who received him, who believed
In his name, he gave power to become children
of God; who were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, full of grace and truth; we have
beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from
the Father. John bore witness to him, and cried,
“This 1s he of whom I said, ‘he who comes after
me ranks before me, for he was before me.””
And from his fullness have we all received,
grace upon grace. For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ.
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e The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues with the following variables.




MEGALYNARION FOR PASCHA
IN TONE ONE

Jo¥) Callly ruadl) daylaad

The Angel cried unto her that is full of grace: O
pure Virgin, rejoice, and again | say, rejoice; for
thy Son hath arisen from the grave on the third
day.

Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem, for the glory of
the Lord hath arisen upon thee; dance now and
be glad, O Zion, and do thou exult, O pure
Theotokos, in the arising of Him Whom thou
didst bear.
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KOINONIKON (COMMUNION HYMN)
OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
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Receive ye the body of Christ; taste ye the
Fountain of immortality.
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o Instead of “We have seen the true light,” sing “Christ is Risen” ONCE.
o [nstead of “Blessed be the Name of the Lord,” sing “Christ is Risen” THRICE.

e Then, the clergy and altar servers gather on the solea in front of a table where flesh-meats, eggs and cheese
have been placed. The priest leads “The Blessing of Flesh-meats, Eggs and Cheese” (cf. Liturgikon, P. 458-
459, or Holy Week Book P. 783-784). When finished, the clergy and altar servers return to the sanctuary.

e Following either the Doxasticon in Orthros, the Gospel in Divine Liturgy, or the Blessings of Meats, Cheeses
and Eggs in Divine Liturgy, the priest recites the Paschal Homily of St. John Chrysostom (cf. Liturgikon, P.
385-386, or Holy Week Book P. 787-788). Afterwards, the choir sings the Apolytikion of St. John Chrysostom.

THE PASCHAL SERMON OF
ST.JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

) ye dakd

If any man is devout and loves God, let him
enjoy this fair and radiant triumphal feast! If any
man is a wise servant, let him rejoicing enter into
the joy of his Lord. If any has labored long in
fasting, let him now receive his recompense. If
any has worked from the first hour, let him today
receive his just reward. If any has come at the
third hour, let him with thankfulness keep the
feast. If any has arrived at the sixth hour, let him
have no misgivings; because he shall in no wise
be deprived because of it. If any has delayed
until the ninth hour, let him draw near, fearing
nothing. And if any has tarried even until the
eleventh hour, let him, also, be not alarmed at
his tardiness. For the Lord, who is jealous of his
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honor, will accept the last even as the first. He
gives rest to him who comes at the eleventh
hour, even as to him who has worked from the
first hour. And He shows mercy upon the last,
and cares for the first; and to the one He gives,
and upon the other He bestows gifts. And He
both accepts the deeds, and welcomes the
intention, and honors the acts and praises the
offering.

Therefore, enter all into the joy of your Lord;
receive your reward, both the first, and likewise
the second. You rich and poor together, hold
high festival! You sober and you heedless,
honor the day! Rejoice today, both you who
have fasted and you who have disregarded the
fast. The table is full-laden; feast you all
sumptuously. The calf is fatted; let no one go
hungry away. Enjoy you all the feast of faith:
receive you all the riches of loving-kindness.
Let no one bewail his poverty, for the universal
Kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep
for his iniquities, for pardon has shown forth
from the grave. Let no one fear death, for the
Savior’s death has set us free. He that was held
prisoner of it has annihilated it. By descending
into Hell, He made Hell captive. He embittered
it when it tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah,
foretelling this, cried: Hell, said he, was
embittered when it encountered Thee in the
lower regions.

It was embittered, for it was abolished. It was
embittered, for it was mocked. It was
embittered, for it was slain. It was embittered,
for it was overthrown. It was embittered, for it
was fettered in chains. It took a body, and met
God face to face. It took earth, and encountered
Heaven. It took that which was seen, and fell
upon the unseen. O Death, where is your sting?
O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen,
and you are overthrown! Christ is risen, and the
demons are fallen! Christ is risen, and the angels
rejoice! Christ is risen, and life reigns! Christ is
risen, and not one dead remains in the grave. For
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Christ, being risen from the dead, has become
the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
To Him be glory and dominion unto ages of
ages. Amen.
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APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN
CHRYSOSTOM IN TONE EIGHT
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Grace shining forth from thy mouth like a
beacon hath illumined the universe and
disclosed to the world treasures of
uncovetousness and shown us the heights of
humility; but whilst instructing us by thy words,
O Father John Chrysostom, intercede with the
Word, Christ our God, to save our souls.
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Priest: May He Who is risen from the dead,
trampling down Death by death, and upon those
in the tombs bestowing life, Christ our true God,
through the intercessions of His all-immaculate
and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of
the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the
protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of
Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable,
glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John;
of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles;
of our father among the saints, John
Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople,
whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated;
of the holy, glorious and right-victorious
Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing
Fathers; of Saint N., the patron and protector of
this holy community; of the holy and righteous
ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all
the saints: have mercy on us and save us,
forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.
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Priest: Christ is risen! (thrice)

People: Truly He is risen! (thrice)

Priest: Glory to His Holy Third-day
Resurrection!
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People: We ado_re His Holy Third-day U EEN ey analal A S )
Resurrection! e S g
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(a) We leave open the Beautiful Gate and the deacons doors for all of Bright Week until Great VVespers on Saturday
night for St. Thomas. But when no services are said, we close the curtain at the Beautiful Gate.

(b) There will be no fasting on Wednesdays and Fridays, not only during Bright Week but until the Feast of the
Ascension, for the whole forty days. (This was the decision of the Holy Synod of the Church of Antioch in 1997.)

(c) If a death occurs in any of our parishes between Pascha and Ascension, the funeral service for Bright Week
must be celebrated and not the regular funeral service.

(d) From Pascha Sunday to the Sunday of Pentecost, the troparion “O Heavenly King...” is not sung. And from
Pascha Sunday to its leave-taking, instead of “Holy God,” “O come, let us worship and fall down...” in Orthros,
the Hours, and Vespers; and “We have seen the true light” in the Divine Liturgy, we say “Christ is risen.”

(e) From the Great and Holy Sunday of Pascha through Bright Saturday, we read the Paschal Office in place of
Morning and Evening Prayers at our homes, as well as in place of Compline, Midnight Office, the Hours, and the
Prayers of Thanksgiving after Holy Communion. It is also read on the leave-taking of Pascha. You can download
it from the Online Liturgical Guide and print it for parishioners to take home.

English: Christ is Risen! Indeed (Truly), He is Risen!
Arabic: Al Maseeh Qam! Hagan Qam!

Greek: Kristos Anesti! Alithos Anesti!
Albanian:  Kiristi Unjhal! Vertet Unjhal!
French: Le Christ est Resucité! Vraiment est Resucité!

Romanian: Kristos a Inviat! Adeverat a Inviat!

Russian:  Kristos VVoskresey! Voyistino VVoskresey!

Spanish:  Cristo ha resucitado! En verdad ha resucitado!
Other languages

Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The Octoechos,
The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline,
Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a
single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.



https://www.oca.org/orthodoxy/paschal-greetings

His Eminence | i Archbishop of New York
The Most Reverend ‘\ —— ’ and Metropolitan of
Metropolitan SABA ‘ All North America

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: 145/2024

April 9, 2024

Beloved Clergy of our Archdiocese,

Greetings in the name of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.

With my blessing, our archdiocesan Christian Education Ministry will host a Christian Education
Conference at the Antiochian Village, June 69, 2024. The theme of the conference is “Handing
Down the Faith: Equipped for Every Good Work.”

The V. Rev. Fr. Nicholas Belcher, Chair of our Department of Youth and Young Adult Ministries;
Mrs. Anna-Sarah Farha, Director of our Christian Education Ministry; and their coworkers have
prepared engaging workshops, a general session on moral issues (moderated by an esteemed clergy
panel), an introduction to new church-school curriculum, and focus groups for educators. There will
also be a series of lectures delivered by distinguished clergy and a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, with
His Grace Bishop Thomas presiding.

I wish to extend my warmest invitation to all—clergy, educators, and parents—to attend this
conference, in order to grow more effective in this important ministry, to which our Lord Jesus Christ
has called us. The Christian Education Ministry has emailed announcements about the conference to
church-school directors, and several directors and teachers have already registered.

Let us make every effort to ensure that all those serving the Christian Education Ministries in our
parishes receive the conference invitation and are encouraged to attend—with financial assistance
from the parish, if needed. The conference flyer (included with this letter) and the registration link
below should be distributed through all parish channels immediately, so that the Christian Education
Ministry and the Antiochian Village Conference and Retreat Center have adequate time to
accommodate additional registrants. The deadline to register is May 20. A full schedule and registration
details are available at https://registration.antiochianvillage.org/OCEC2024. All questions should be
directed to Mrs. Anna-Sarah Farha at aodce@antiochian.org.

Praying that you and your families will be blessed and edified through the remainder of the Fast, as
we journey toward the celebration of the Resurrection, I remain,

Your Father in Christ,

HRABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America
“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355T  Archdiocese@antiochian.org (201) 871-7954 F



The Renewal of Pascha
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

Pascha is here again. It is a season dear to all of us, bringing us face-to-face with
the reality of the salvation that Christ gave us through his voluntary death and
glorious resurrection. Today, we renew our hope in the value of life. Today, we
straighten our path toward true life. Today we understand that eternal life is our
goal; and that our earthly life, with all its joys and sorrows, becomes true life
when we live it as eternal life here and now.

In the light of the Resurrection, we examine our faith, our behavior, and our
condition. Are these leading us to experience eternal life now in the active, living
and revitalizing presence of God? Christ did not endure His passion to give us
only a happy life which passes after a few decades. He fulfilled His divine plan to
make this earthly life a gateway to eternal life. In us, the children of the
Resurrection, the world begins its passage to eternity.

The pains, injustice, and desecration of people's lives and dignity throughout
history, and still today, should rather draw us to search for the real meaning of
life. This world will vanish sooner or later. Therefore, we should not be short-
sighted for earthly things while forgetting the authentic life ahead of us. The
believer does not fear death, but sin. This means he does not fear the loss of
earthly life, but the loss of life with God. By the power of the Resurrection, we
confront death, armed with the invincible hope that eternal life will prevail over
it.

The Resurrection of Christ means that despair has no place among us. No matter
how much adversity and darkness, the light of the Resurrection remains our
invincible guide. Christ did not endure great suffering in vain before He died and
arose. His Resurrection happened after passing through brutal Golgotha. The
sufferings of this age, no matter how severe, are nothing compared to the joy of
the age to come, as the Apostle Paul teaches us.

We believe that we witness our own resurrection before the general
resurrection, but only if we become completely purified from our passions. We
do not tire of rising after every fall until we reach the great goal. Our conviction
is that there is no salvation for this world except through our risen Lord. The



more disappointments we have, the more we cling to this goal, and in Christ's
Resurrection we have inexhaustible hope and power.

Let us arm ourselves with the Resurrection, the cornerstone of our faith, and
with it let us drive out despair, fight against fear, and renew our striving to
manifest eternal life now. Let us espouse faith with works, and words with deeds.
Let us bring the splendour of our liturgical services to our society. We must never
stop trying to live our Christian faith, and all other things shall be added to you
(cf. Matt. 6:33).

On this greatest feast day, we should rebuild our love that had been shattered
by fear, and look not only to ourselves but to others in need of the true breath
of life. Let us remember that human beings are made for infinite love. In Christ,
God is near us, and so are others. Please strive to recognize that you are one
family, that you are responsible for each other because you are brethren of the
one Father. We should intensify our prayers and abstain from sin while asking
for God's mercy. If we are truly children of the Resurrection, let us be witnesses
to the culture of eternal life — for which we hope and strive — for all peoples,
especially the suffering.

Today, we must proclaim and manifest the great joy of the Resurrection. We
must make it shine through the beauty of our lives and our holy, prophetic
witness in speaking the truth with love. We must proclaim the joy of the
Resurrection and let it shine every day, as we strive with others to spread peace,
justice, and joy in every suffering and oppressed land. We must proclaim the joy
of the Resurrection, and let it shine through our persistent resistance to sin and
death, within us and around us.

Let us reflect together and ask on this feast: How can we be witnesses of the
Resurrection in our own life and in the suffering world?

On Pascha, let us bring to the risen Lord our intentions and hopes. Then, let us
employ our abilities to help others rise from their various sufferings.

We celebrate this holy feast in the hope of the resurrection of mankind from all
manners of death.

Christ is risen! Indeed, He is risen!
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