DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2024
TONE 6 / EOTHINON 10
SUNDAY OF THE AFTER-FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLY FATHERS OF THE FIRST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL
TIKHON THE WONDERWORKER, BISHOP OF AMATHOS IN CYPRUS; VENERABLE TIKHON OF KALUGA;
VENERABLE TIKHON OF LUKH

THE FIRST ANTIPHON
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O clap your hands, all ye peoples; shout unto God
with the voice of exultation.

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

For the Lord Most High is terrible; He is a great
King over all the earth. He hath subdued the
peoples under us, and the nations under our feet.
(Refrain)

Glory... Both now... (Refrain)
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THE SECOND ANTIPHON
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Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the
city of our God, in His holy mountain.

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who didst rise
from us in glory to the heavens; who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.

God is known in her palaces when He cometh to
our aid. (Refrain)

For lo, the kings of the earth were assembled;
they came together. (Refrain)

Glory... Both now... O only begotten Son and
Word of God...
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON
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Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye
inhabitants of the earth. My mouth shall speak of
wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be
of understanding. | will incline mine ear to a
parable; | will open my dark saying upon the

harp.
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e During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the Apolytikion of the Ascension. The

Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come, let us worship..

. save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...”

as on ordinary Sundays. After the Little Entrance, chant these hymns in the following order:




RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE SIX
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When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy
sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy
revered tomb. And the soldiers who were to keep
guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst
meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world,
O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord,
glory to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE ASCENSION
IN TONE FOUR
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Thou hast ascended in glory, O Christ our God,
and gladdened Thy Disciples with the promise of
the Holy Spirit, making them confident through
the blessing that Thou art the Son of God, and
Deliverer of the world.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE HOLY FATHERS
IN TONE EIGHT
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Thou, O Christ, art our God of exceeding praise
Who didst establish our holy Fathers as luminous
stars upon earth, and through them didst guide us
unto the true Faith, O most merciful One, glory
to Thee.
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e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of the temple.

KONTAKION OF THE ASCENSION
IN TONE SIX
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When Thou didst fulfill Thy dispensation for our
sakes, uniting the terrestrials with the celestials,
Thou didst ascend in glory, O Christ our God,
inseparable in space, but constant without
separation, and crying unto Thy beloved: | am
with you, and no one shall be against you.
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THE EPISTLE (Sunday of the Holy Fathers)
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Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our
Fathers. For Thou art just in all Thou hast done
to us.

The Reading from the Acts of the Holy
Apostles. (20:16-18, 28-36)
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In those days, Paul was determined to sail past
Ephesus, so that he might not have to spend time
in Asia; for he was hastening, if possible, to be at
Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost. And from
Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to him the
priests of the church. And when they came to
him, he said to them: “Take heed to yourselves
and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has
made you bishops, to shepherd the church of the
Lord and God, which He purchased with His own
blood. For | know that after my departure
ravenous wolves will enter among you, not
sparing the flock; and from among your own
selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to
draw away the disciples after them. Therefore,
remain watchful, remembering that for three
years | did not cease to admonish every one,
night and day with tears. And now, brethren, |
commend you to God and to the word of His
grace, which is able to build you up and to give
you the inheritance among all those who are
sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold or
apparel. You yourselves know that these hands
ministered to my necessities, and to those who
were with me. In all things | have shown you that
by such laboring we ought to help the weak, and
to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how
He Himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than
to receive.”” And when he had spoken thus, he
knelt down on his knees with them all, and
prayed.
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THE GOSPEL (Sunday of the Holy Fathers)
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The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to
Saint John. (17:1-13)
At that time, Jesus lifted up His eyes to heaven
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify Thy
Son that the Son may glorify Thee, since Thou
hast given Him power over all flesh, to give
eternal life to all whom Thou hast given Him.
And this is eternal life, that they know Thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast
sent. | glorified Thee on earth, having
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accomplished the work which Thou gavest Me to
do; and now, Father, glorify Thou Me in Thy own
presence with the glory which | had with Thee
before the world was made. | have manifested
Thy Name to the men whom Thou gavest Me out
of the world; Thine they were, and Thou gavest
them to Me, and they have kept Thy word. Now
they know that everything that Thou hast given
Me is from Thee; for | have given them the words
which Thou gavest Me, and they have received
them and know in truth that 1 came from Thee;
and they have believed that Thou didst send Me.
| am praying for them; | am not praying for the
world but for those whom Thou hast given Me,
for they are Thine; all Mine are Thine, and Thine
are Mine, and | am glorified in them. And now |
am no more in the world, but they are in the
world, and 1 am coming to Thee. Holy Father,
keep them in Thy Name, which Thou hast given
Me, that they may be one, even as We are one.
While I was with them, I kept them in Thy Name,
which Thou have given Me; | have guarded them,
and none of them is lost but the son of perdition,
that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now | am
coming to Thee; and these things | speak in the
world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in
themselves.”

Gl B a1 e $iis B UL fseal) E s
ey kel g daal
O Ji G dliie G A adall dtie caf
U%J(,@JJL;\ Gl el ez ST 5 )
)Lm;_\.sj ‘L_g(..@_&m\ Calg o2l \}alseg elhd\
s Jakel L O E e 30V LSO
ahg .agl didael 1 aGkel o2 DR G ol
Jal &e glad v gl sl B WL Bl
A 268 o adidael Gl dal Ga O callad
Mhb‘éﬁﬂ¢wdfj‘ﬂﬁéewd5
o b eVaag callall b A U uidy g iz
PR U [NE R IO [ I E A
LGRS LS Tasls 1gioSal o agiidasl Gl clatly
calenly aplaid) G QY b e K Ga
sdhe Al aly agilain B agmlal ol

I RO RS IR LI RN N

L&l a5 (V)

SAlS a5 el gy A L o)

o Megalynarion: “It is Truly Meet”

o [Instead of singing “We have seen the true light,”

; Koinonikon (Communion Hymn):

“Praise ye the Lord.”
sing the Apolytikion of the Ascension.

THE DISMISSAL
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Priest: May He Who ascended in glory into
Heaven, and sat at the right hand of God the
Father, and rose from the dead, Christ our true
God, through the intercessions of His all-
Immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by
the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross;
by the protection of the honorable Bodiless
Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the
honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and
Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-
laudable apostles; of our father among the saints,
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John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople,
whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated;
of the holy, glorious and right-victorious
Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing
Fathers—especially the 318 of the First
Ecumenical Council in Nicaea whom we
commemorate today—of Saint N., the patron
and protector of this holy community; of the holy
and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and
Anna, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and
save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth
mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The
Octoechos, The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery,
Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced,
beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy

Transfiguration Monastery.




ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
10 Adrinee Terzian 7
10 Fouad Elias Qubti 30
10 Zaki Michael Nassar 27
11 Gregoire Papadopoulos 38
11 Adele Shaker 24
11 Robert Khoury 22
13 Edward Aziz 57
13 Jean Kathleen Chacra 38
13 Wadie Wakileh 44
14 Denise Anne Aziz 3
16 Jay Gabriel khoury 8

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar,
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena, Rami and Maien.

MEMORIAL
40 days memorial service for Marie Nammour offered by her husband Hanna, her children Fadi,

Dany, Rita, Mona and their families. May her memory be eternal!
The coffee hour today is offered in loving memory of Marie Nammour by her family.

ETERNAL LIGHTS

June 16: For the good health of Kathryn Ghneim Vieira and her family.
For the good health of Emma Rose from George and Rose Ghneim.
June 16: In loving memory of Raymond Ayoup from his wife Gwen and family.
June 30: In loving memory of Mitry & Violette Samaan from Nabil and Angel Samaan.

CONGRATULATIONS

Holy Bread is offered for the good health of Amani Haddad & Sultan Alsawalha on the occasion of
churching their new baby son Daniel Alsawalha. May God Bless them!



SCHEDULE OF USHERING FOR JUNE 16, 2024

Head Usher: Ra’ed Dallal
Ushers from the Parish Council: Ramzi Shnoudeh Peter Qubti
Ushers: Judy Sirafim Anita Novratidis

Alexandra Morton  Lena Elias (Abou-Saleh)

MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE

The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy. If you have
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the
church or downstairs in the basement.

CHURCH OFFICE

Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr.
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888

FIRE ROUTE, HANDICAPPED PARKING, AND PARKING LINES

Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire Hydrant, for this is a fire
route. Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking. Anyone who parks and
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged.

TEEN SOYO

Congratulations to our newly elected TEEN SOYO Board Members...

President: Peter Mokbel

V/P: Peter Novratidis

Treasurer: Helena Mokbel

Secretary: Michael Ishac

Social Media: Dima Alzidan

Coordinators: Lucas El Bouri, Mark Moussa and Paul Petro Youth Advisors: Angela Ghazal and Fadi
Freiga

If you are interested in joining our Teen SOYO group please contact our Youth Advisors.
Note: members must be between the ages of 13-19 years old.

Angela Ghazal: 416-720-0308

Fadi Freiga: 647-829-6136



e Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate
e PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9
Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.
(Psalm 112:5)



http://www.stgeorgeto.org/

Services at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.
Month: June 2024

Date “ Time “ Service
1°t Week
4:00 p.m. Confessions
Saturday June 1* 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday June 2" 9:00 a.m. Orthros
Sunday of the Samaritan Woman 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
2" Week
Wednesday June 5t 7:00 p.m. Daily Vespers
4:00 p.m. Confessions
Saturday June 8" 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday June 9t 9:00 a.m. Orthros
Sunday of the Blind Man 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
3" Week
Tuesday June 11 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Wednesday June 12t 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
4:00 p.m. Confessions
Saturday June 15" 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday June 16t 9:00 a.m. Orthros
Fathers of the 1st Council 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
4th Week
Wednesday June 19t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis to the Theotokos
9:00 a.m. Orthros
Saturday June 22" 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
Saturday of Souls 4:00 p.m. Confessions
5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday June 23™ 9:00 a.m. Orthros
Holy Pentecost 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
5t Week
Little Compline (with Canon of Preparation
Friday June 28 6:00 p.m.- | for Holy Communion, Great Vespers (with
All-Night Vigil for the Holy Apostles Peter & Paul 12:00 a.m. Litia/Artoklasia), Festal Orthros &
Divine Liturgy
4:00 p.m. Confessions
Saturday June 29° 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday June 30t 9:00 a.m. Orthros
Synaxis of the Twelve Holy Apostles 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy




Activities at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.

Month: June 2024

Date H Time Activity Location
15t Week
Saturday 1%t 6:00 — 8:00 pm YAM Bible Study Church Basement
Sunday 2" After Communion Sunday School Church Basement
12:30-1:30 pm Bible Study for Teens Library Room
2" Week
Tuesday 4t 11:00 am —9:00 pm GOLF Tournament Caledon Woods Golf Club
Thursday 6% 8:30-11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
6:30 —8:00 pm Byzantine Music Class Church Basement
Friday 7t 7:30-11:30 pm Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
9:00-9:30 pm “Know your Church” for Teens Gym at St. George Centre
After Divine Liturgy Sunday School Graduation Church
Sunday 9t

After Graduation

Potluck for the Sunday School

Gym at St. George Centre

3" Week

Thursday 13t

8:30-11:00 pm

Basketball for the Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 14t 6:30 —8:00 pm Byzantine Music Class Church Basement
Y 7:30-11:30 pm Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Saturday 15t 6:00 — 8:00 pm YAM Bible Study Church Basement

Sunday 16t

12:00 - 1:30 pm

Bible Study for Teens

Library Room

4th Week

Thursday 20t 8:30-11:00 pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Friday 21 6:30—8:00 pm Byzantine Music Class Church Basement
y 7:30-11:30 pm Families Gathering & Sports Gym at St. George Centre
Sunday 23™ 12:30-1:30 pm Bible Study for Teens Library Room
5t Week
Thursday 27t 8:30-11pm Basketball for the Adults Gym at St. George Centre
Saturday 29t 6:00 — 8:00 pm YAM Bible Study Church Basement
Sunday 30t 12:30-1:30 pm Bible Study for Teens Library Room




March 31%, 2024

Dearest Brothers and sisters in Christ,

Subject: Ushering Procedures and protocols

We are pleased to inform you that during its March 26th Meeting, the Parish Council
endorsed the new procedures and protocols for ushering. The primary aim of these
measures 1s to update ushering activities and, most importantly, to welcome new
volunteers to participate and engage in the church community's life.

As such, we are currently seeking volunteers for the month of April to help with
ushering duties and support the process. If you are available during the upcoming
weeks, please reach out to me via email or text message at the contact details below.
According to the updated protocol, the Head Usher to supervise all ushering
activities, along with 4-6 volunteer ushers who will assist the two (2) Parish Council
member volunteers.

We welcome new volunteers to serve during our liturgy, however, kindly note that
to ensure a fair opportunity for as many parishioners as possible to volunteer, only
those whose names have been announced will be serving as ushers. Others are kindly
requested to wait for their turn. Thank you for your understanding.

Thank you for your cooperation.
For the Glory of God!

Ra’ed G Dallal
raed_dallal@yahoo.ca
Text: (416) 576-3232
Call: (905) 833-2333
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Summary of Duties and Responsibilities

Arrive early before 9:30am

Refill Candle supply when required

Assist with seating when needed

Maintain order during the service

Collection offerings

Ensure order during communion

Counting collection tray by the appointed Board Members with Head Usher

Responsibilities of head Usher Plus One usher

Remove old burnt candles in the Candle stand

Keep the area as clean as possible

Try to make the area clear; minimize chit chat

Minimize hazards at the entrance

No more than $50 in $5 and $10 denominations shall be used as change
Bring forward the names before beginning of Liturgy

Collection Offering:
Steps for collecting the Offering

Four ushers line up in rows of two at the back of Church

At the appointed time, ushers walk forward and stand together in front of the Altar,
they will meet Abouna, they will kiss the Cross and proceed with the collection.
Ushers move in pairs to the left and right pews.

Once collection is complete, the Head Usher will wait near the front door with the large
collection basket;

All collection baskets are distributed into the large collection basket;

The two (assigned “usher” board members) will jointly walk up the stairs to deliver
money to the church office; these two (2) Ushers shall count the offering and will sign
the collection offering spreadsheet that

Is prepared by Office Manager. At the time of counting the offering, there shall only be
two (2) Ushers counting.

Ushers for Communion

Firm Ushering during communion is the key to success for an orderly movement of
people.

As the two (2) appointed “Ushers” Council Members are counting the collection,
The other ushers (4) will keep order during communion. An additional Usher is
required for the middle row

Collections

Candle BOX Retrieval
Normally completed once during the service, second after tray collection
Head Usher obtains a separate basket (different than the ones for the tray collection);



- Inthe presence of another Usher; box is open, money poured into the basket;

- Ensure that the candle box is locked after being emptied,;

- The two (2) appointed Board Members serving as ushers take the basket up together
to deliver and count the offering. They may be assisted by the Treasurer and the vice
chair.

Counting of the Offering
- The two (2) assigned “Ushers” Board Member are responsible for counting the offering; must

always be present during the counting and depositing into church safe.
- These will be the same Ushers that will sign the collection spreadsheet as prepared by

Waddah.
- The Head Usher shall designate an additional usher to assist with the counting should the

collection require support.



With the Blessing of our Father Georges Mokbel, our church is so proud
to congratulate the students in our community who have graduated from
University, College, High School & Grade 8 this year.

We will be providing all graduates with a gift to honour their hard
work. Gifts will be presented on Sunday June 9, in church after liturgy.
Congratulations! May God bless you and protect you in your future
endeavors.

Class 0f 2097

Mona Aleilan Mathew Alhaddad

Graduating from Graduating from
University of Toronto Humber College
Human Biology and Neuroscience Electrical Engineering

Transferring to York University

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Richmond Hill /,
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Peter Molebel

Mechatronics and
Robotics Engineering
Queens University

Jon Allcagsam

Accounting and Finance
York University

Karen Alhelou

Architectural Engineering
Toronto Metropolitan
University

Tim Ayyad
Civil Engineering
York University

\

Dima Alzidan

Specialized Honours of
Global Political Studies
York University

Tawfigq Shnoudeh

Electrical Engineering
University of Toronto

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Richmond Hill

Maritta Gostanian

Finance and Business
Economics
York University
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Jean-Paul Shami Maria Tahhan Marc Moussa Nicholas Abboud

OLQW Catholic Academy St Mary Catholic Secondary Cardinal Carter Academy Chaminade College
School School

Elianna Bader Essa Jinbag Tia Haddad Elias Moulkaabari
Notre Dame Catholic St. John Henry Newman St. Ignatius of Loyola St Mary Catholic
Secondary School Catholic High School Catholic Secondary School Secondary School

M N

N
Malram Alclcawoi Grace Abboud Tawfic Alexander Shnoudeh Elina Salameh
Marshall McLuhan Loretto Abbey Catholic St. Maximilian Kolbe Holy Trinity Catholic
Catholic Secondary Secondary School Catholic High School Secondary School |
School o
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church, Richmond Hill V&




Who Sinned, This Man or His Parents?
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

In the story of the man blind from his birth (John 9:1-38), we see a profound
gesture.

Following the Jewish religious concept, which directly linked physical iliness to sin,
the disciples asked the Master: “Teacher, who sinned, this man or his parents, that
he was born blind?”

Jesus replied: “Neither this man sinned, nor did his parents,” rejecting in his answer
a direct relationship between physical illness and sin. lliness is not a punishment
for a sin, and not every illness is linked to a specific personal sin. lliness, like other
problems in our fallen world, is a result of man's fall from paradise. Sin prevails over
humans after the fall of the first two ancestors. In the world of sin, all evils emerge,
including diseases, epidemics, and infirmities.

There is a significant difference between considering illness as a direct result of a
specific sin, and the way we deal with it. People can approach their illness in a
spiritual and faithful manner, which can bear spiritual fruit, leading to their growth
and salvation. Alternatively, they can approach it with complaints, blasphemy, and
depression, thereby making it a spiritual iliness as well. Believers accept their iliness
with humility and joy, placing their life in God's hands and using it to grow in
patience, endurance, meekness, and liberation from worldly matters that hindered
their sought-after freedom.

Christ's answer to the disciples sufficed with one brief phrase, according to the
gospel: “Neither this man sinned, nor did his parents.” The Teacher rejects linking
blindness with the sins of the blind man and his parents. In order to elevate the
mentality of the disciples (for previously, it had not benefitted the blind man), He
continues His answer with the next phrase, and says that this man was born blind
so that “the works of God might be made manifest in him. | must work the works
of Him who sent Me, while it is day.”

God's power appeared through this blind man’s miraculous healing at the hands of
Christ. But Christ's answer contained a broader meaning. In some translations, we
hear Jesus using the collective phrase, "We must work." We, Christ's disciples, must



continue to work according to His guidance and through Him, so that God's power
remains visible and "at work" in our world.

What would we gain if we knew of a spiritual reason behind the blindness of this
man, or any other patient? At best, we would only speculate or gossip, while the
sufferer remains in his suffering. Christ elevated the mentality from the level of
mere knowledge — again, which was not helping the patient — to a higher level that
did help him. It is as if He is saying to the disciples, and through them to every
Christian: It is better for you to alleviate the suffering of the sufferer and the ill from
his illness, and not to question him. This is how God's power appears and works in
you. The Lord’s answer is a shift from intellectual theorizing to an actual and
practical outpouring of God’s grace and mercy.

As long as He is with us, we are in the daylight, and we have a duty to pursue “the
works of Him Who sent Me,” that is, the works of true life.

God's works appear in Christians who faithfully bear this responsibility for making
God's power tangible in this world. They are responsible for demonstrating God's
mercy and everlasting love for humanity. That is why He commanded His disciples
— and everyone who believes in Him is His disciple — when He told them: “Preach
the gospel to all nations,” and, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand,” and, “Heal the
sick.” The first sign that revealed that His kingdom is at hand is the healing of the
sick in every sense of the word — physical, psychological and spiritual — from their
despair, depression, sadness, isolation and despondency.

As long as He is with us, we are in the daytime, and there is no darkness at all. He
wants our hearts to be perfected in His love, our hands to offer His gifts, our
tongues to carry His words of comfort and hope, and our feet to transport His works
of love to every place. He wants us to be true disciples who, through Him and Him
alone, make the world perpetually bright, despite the gloom and darkness in it.

A theologian of the previous century said: “The problem isn't that there are few
saints, but that not all Christians are saints.”

Christ ended His answer to the disciples, before giving sight to the blind man, with
the following sentence: “l am the light of the world, as long as | am in the world.”
If Christians truly believe that they are members of the body of Christ, then Christ
is always present and active in them and through them, and subsequently always



present in the world. Because of them, the world glorifies God, and God glorifies
the world. How awesome is our responsibility! How vigilant we must be, so that we
become pure vessels that preserve God’s work in the world! Only then, will our
spiritual insight be awakened and alert, and His light will illuminate our tortured
world, awaiting His complete dominion over it on the last day.

O Lord, we know that You have placed Your treasure in our earthen vessels, which
quickly become perishable, and we realize that with Your transcendent love for
humanity, You want us to be transcendent vessels for You (2 Cor. 4:7), deriving their
durability from Your grace, and reflecting Your light wherever they are found. Do
not look at our fragility, O Lord, but rather grant us confidence and strength to work
in the world and return it to You. We do not deserve Your blessings, O our good
God, nor your infinite goodness. Rather, do not turn Your face away from Your
creation, for You taught us that You are greater than us in ways we cannot imagine.
Fill us with Your presence, so Your light may shine upon our world and remain in
the daylight as long as You are in it. Amen.

Originally published May 25, 2015.
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