DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2024
TONE 6 / EOTHINON 7; SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
& SEVENTH SUNDAY OF MATTHEW

AFTER-FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS CHRIST

MARTYR AND ARCHDEACON EUPLOS OF CATANIA IN SICILY; NIPHON, PATRIARCH OF CONSTANTINOPLE;
NEW-MARTYRS ANASTASIOS AND DEMETRIOS OF LESBOS

THE FIRST ANTIPHON

Aoy Ligdiany)

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the
city of our God, in His holy mountain. Who settest
fast the mountains by Thy strength, Who art
girded about with power.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us.

Who coverest Thyself with light as with a
garment. The mountains shall rejoice at the
presence of the Lord, for He cometh; yea, He is
come to judge the earth.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us.

Glory... Both now...

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us.
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THE SECOND ANTIPHON
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His foundations are in the holy mountains. The
Lord loveth the gates of Zion more than all the
dwellings of Jacob.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast transfigured
on Mount Tabor, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God.
Save us, O Son of God, Who wast transfigured
on Mount Tabor, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Zion is our mother, a man shall say, and such a
man was born in her; and the Most High Himself
hath established her.

Save us, O Son of God, Who wast transfigured
on Mount Tabor, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.

Glory to the Father... Both now and ever... O,
only begotten Son and Word of God...
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THE THIRD ANTIPHON

AN U ghiiiy)

Of Thy mercies, O Lord, will I sing forever. The
heavens shall confess Thy wonders, O Lord, and
Thy truth in the congregation of saints. Blessed is
the people that knoweth jubilation. O Lord, in the
light of Thy countenance shall they walk, and in

Thy Name shall they rejoice all the day long.
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o During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the

Third Antiphon above, chant the Apolytikion of the

Transfiguration. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come, let us worship... save us, O Son of God, Who art

risen from the dead...” After the Little Entrance, chant

these hymns in the following order:

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION
IN TONE SIX

ouabad) il Aalidl) ¢ g ool

When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy
sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy
revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep
guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades
captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst
meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O
Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory
to Thee.
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APOLYTIKION OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN
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When, O Christ our God, Thou wast transfigured
on the mountain, Thou didst reveal Thy glory to
Thy Disciples in proportion as they could bear it.
Let Thine everlasting light also enlighten us
sinners, through the intercessions of the
Theotokos, O Thou Bestower of light, glory to
Thee.
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e Now sing the apolytikion of the patron saint or feast of

the temple.

KONTAKION OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION IN TONE SEVEN
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Thou wast transfigured on the mount, and Thy
Disciples, in so far as they were able, beheld Thy
glory, O Christ our God; so that, when they should
see Thee crucified, they would remember that all
Thy suffering was voluntary, and could declare to
all the world that Thou art truly the effulgent

Splendor of the Father.
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THE EPISTLE
(For the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost)

(Baiad) Sy alad) aaBl) ddla )

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine
inheritance.
Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry, O my God!
The Reading from the Epistle of
St. Paul to the Romans. (15:1-7)
Brethren, we who are strong ought to bear the
infirmities of the weak, and not to please
ourselves. Let each one of us please his neighbor
for that which is good for his edification. For
Christ also did not please Himself; but, as it is
written: “The reproaches of those who reproached
Thee fell on Me.” For whatever was written
beforehand was written for our learning, that we
might have hope, through the patience and
comfort of the Scriptures. Now may the God of
patience and comfort grant you to be of the same
mind with one another, according to Christ Jesus,
that with one accord and one mouth you may
glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Therefore, receive one another, even as
Christ has also received you, to the glory of God.
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THE GOSPEL
(For the Seventh Sunday of Matthew)

(i 0o bl 2ad) i)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according
to St. Matthew. (9:27-35)
At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, two
blind men followed him, crying aloud: “Have
mercy on us, Son of David.” When He entered the
house, the blind men came to Him; and Jesus said
to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do
this?” They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He
touched their eyes, saying, “According to your
faith be it done to you.” And their eyes were
opened. And Jesus sternly charged them, “See that
no one knows it.” But they went away and spread
His fame through all that district. As they were
going away, behold, a dumb demoniac was
brought to Him. And when the demon had been
cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the crowds
marveled, saying, “Never was anything like this
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seen in Israel.” But the Pharisees said, “He casts
out demons by the prince of demons.” And Jesus
went about all the cities and villages, teaching in
their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing every disease and every
infirmity.
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o The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.

THE DISMISSAL

SIA1)

Priest: May He Who was transfigured in glory
before His holy disciples and apostles on Mount
Tabor, and rose from the dead, Christ our true
God, through the intercessions of His all-
immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the
might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by
the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers
of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable,
glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of
the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our
father among the saints, John Chrysostom,
archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine
Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy,
glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our
venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint N.,
the patron and protector of this holy community;
of the holy and righteous ancestors of God,
Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints: have
mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good
and loveth mankind.
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Priest: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us
and save us.
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Choir: Amen.
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These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The Pentecostarion, The
Octoechos, The Triodion-Holy Week, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration Monastery,
Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may not be further reproduced,
beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the prior written authorization of Holy

Transfiguration Monastery.




ANNIVERSARY OR OUR DEPARTED FOR THIS SUNDAY

DAY NAME OF THE DEPARTED ANNIVERSARY
6 Souad Nakkara 9

6 Salim Shaker 52

8 Sonia Kalisse 3

8 Samir Massad 7

8 George Loutaif 33

9 Dorothy Haick 42

9 Marie Orfali 27

10 Malvina Mana 17

Please, pray for the health of the following parishioners: Ellen, Robert, Alex, Sam, Elias, Nassar,
George, Nina, Sonia, George, Beshara, Irene, Nadia, Christine, Toni, George, Helena, Rami and Maien.

MEMORIAL

3, 9 and 40 days memorial service for Siham Kakish offered by her brother Ibrahim, her sisters
and their families. May her memory be eternal!
The coffee hour is offered today in loving memory of Siham Kakish by her family.

9 Days memorial service for Tamam Qubti offered by her children and their families. May her
memory be eternal!
The coffee hour is offered today in loving memory of Tamam Qubti by her family.

ETERNAL LIGHTS
Aug 11: In loving memory of Sima Bechbache from Rafik Bechbache and family
Aug 11: In loving memory of Munir Muasher, Khalil, Sara and Safwan Muasher from Shadia
Muasher.
Aug 18: In loving memory of Nahida Irbib from Nadim Irbib and family
Aug 18: In loving memory of Sima Bechbache from Rafik Bechbache and family
CHURCH OFFICE

Anyone wishing to church a child, removal of crowns, have a memorial service, or would like Fr.
George to give communion or visit their loved sick ones, should contact the church office ahead of
time (905) 731-7210. In case of emergency, call Fr. Georges Mokbel (416) 725-2888



SCHEDULE OF USHERING FOR AUGUST 11, 2024

Head Usher: Ra’ed Dallal

Ushers from the Parish Council: Lena Abo Saleh Nabil Tahhan

Ushers: Rania Hourani Sherin Deratani
Edward Abboud Munir Ayyad

FIRE ROUTE, HANDICAPPED PARKING, AND PARKING LINES

Please make sure not to park on the side of the church or in front of the Fire Hydrant, for this is a fire
route. Also ensure not to park in the spots designated for handicapped parking. Anyone who parks and
does not show a handicap permit on the window will be tagged.

MAINTAINING SILENCE DURING THE SERVICE

The congregation is expected to actively participate in worship. However, God’s house is a place
for reverence and worship, not loud and idle conversations (between each other or on cell phones).
Please, turn off cell phones and any other devices when you are attending the Liturgy. If you have
a situation that requires you to speak to other parishioners, please do that quietly outside the
church or downstairs in the basement.

TEEN SOYO

Congratulations to our newly elected TEEN SOYO Board Members...

President: Peter Mokbel

VP: Peter Novratidis

Treasurer: Helena Mokbel

Secretary: Michael Ishac

Social Media: Dima Alzidan

Coordinators: Lucas El Bouri, Mark Moussa and Paul Petro Youth Advisors: Angela Ghazal and Fadi
Freiga

If you are interested in joining our Teen SOYO group please contact our Youth Advisors.
Note: members must be between the ages of 13-19 years old.

Angela Ghazal: 416-720-0308

Fadi Freiga: 647-829-6136

¢ Kindly Submit your Contribution through the Following Methods: Connect to the Church
Website www.stgeorgeto.org Click on Donate

e PayPal, or send your Cheque by Mail to: St. George Antiochian Church, 9116 Bayview Ave,
Richmond Hill ON, L4B 3M9


http://www.stgeorgeto.org/

Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.
(Psalm 112:5)
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Holy Services at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.
Month: August 2024

Date H Time H Service
1°t Week
Thursday August 1 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Little Supplicatory Canon
Friday August 2" 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Great Supplicatory Canon
4:00 p.m. Confessions
Saturd August 3"
aturday Hgus 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
August 4t
6™ Sunday of Matthew veu 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
2" Week
Monday 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Transfiguration of our Lo‘rd Jesus Christ | August 5™ 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
gl g s W) Aad e 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
Tuesday August 6% 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Great Supplicatory Canon
Wednesday August 7t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Little Supplicatory Canon
Thursday August 8t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Great Supplicatory Canon
Friday August 9t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Little Supplicatory Canon
4:00 p.m. Confessions
Saturd August 10t
ararday tgus 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
August 11t
7t Sunday of Matthew 8 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
3" Week
Monday August 12t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Little Supplicatory Canon
Tuesday August 13t 7:00 p.m. Paraklesis with Great Supplicatory Canon
Wednesday 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Dormition of the Theotokos & Ever August 14t 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
Virgin Mary 33l 23 2e 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy
4:00 p.m. Confessions
A 17t
Saturday ugust 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday w | 9:00a.m. Orthros
8t Sunday of Matthew August 18 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
4th Week
4:00 p.m. Confessions
A 24t
Saturday ugust 5:00 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday 9:00 a.m. Orthros
A t 25t
9th Sunday of Matthew ugus 10:15 a.m. Divine Liturgy
5th Week
Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Festal Orthros
Beheading of the Holy Forerunner and | August 28t o ]
Baptist John el Uis ol ok 7:00 p.m. Divine Liturgy




Activities at St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church — Toronto.

Month: August 2024

Date H Time

\l

Activity

H Location

15t Week

Thursday 1% 8:30 pm —11:00 pm

Basketball for Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 2" 8:00 pm —11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

2" Week

Thursday 8t 8:30 pm —11:00 pm

Basketball for Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 9t 8:00 pm —11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

3" Week

Thursday 15t 8:30 pm —11:00 pm

Basketball for Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 16 8:00 pm —11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

4th Week

Sunday 18™ — Saturday 24

Camp Transfiguration

Quebec

Thursday 22 8:30 pm — 11:00 pm

Basketball for Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 23™ 8:00 pm —11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

5th Week

Thursday 29t 8:30 pm —11:00 pm

Basketball for Adults

Gym at St. George Centre

Friday 30t 8:00 pm —11:30 pm

Families Gathering & Sports

Gym at St. George Centre

Saturday 31° 8:00 am — 5:00 pm

Soccer Tournament

Markham Sports Dome




The Christian Priest
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

The priest is an apostle, but he can either be faithful to the gospel or become a
mercenary. There is no in between. Christianity is not fundamentally a religion, but
a path, a way of life. The priest is a guide on this path. He accompanies the believers
on their journey towards God and achieving theosis. He provides them with the
divine mysteries which grant them divine grace. He accepts their confession. He
guides them, lighting their path. He has compassion on them, as Christ had
compassion on the sick, the leper, and the widow, as well as on the crowds, whom
he often saw as “sheep without a shepherd” (Matt. 9:36).

The priest is a father, and he is not called "father" for nothing. A father is both a
nurturer and an embracer, working for his family. The priest's family is his parish.
He nurtures them by visiting them, and by giving communion to their sick and
elderly. He may be able to give support to the poor, or he may not. But in either
case, he loves them tenderly, and people keenly sense his love and know it to be
true. The priest's love for his parishioners leads to their obedience. He is obeyed
when he speaks the word of God, not acting on his own whims. His word is heard
when his concern is for the salvation and good of his children. If he is a little harsh
at times and if he rebukes, the parishioners accept his intention, because they
realize that he is moved by love for them.

The priest is a spiritual father first. His role, his job, is to elevate his flock to the
heights. With his elevated spirituality, he draws them upward. And like his Master,
he does not disdain to reach down to their spiritual level to share in their suffering,
and then raise them up — just as Christ became incarnate, lowering himself to raise
us up. The priest “rejoices with those who rejoice and weeps with those who weep”
(Rom. 12:15). All are his children, and what happens to them concerns him deeply.
His service is based on raising them from their reality to a better reality, in which
God and His goodwill prevail. In order to succeed, he may need to use “pastoral”
methods and approaches that they can accept. He is called upon to deduce what
God inspires him to convey the divine word to them. These are means and tools for
their spiritual ascent. Otherwise, they have no place in his ministry to his
parishioners. Beware of considering these means and tools an end in themselves!



The priest must not lose sight of the goal: the salvation of his people, their holiness,
and their adornment with virtues, supporting and assisting them to live up to the
Gospel. All pastoral work must serve this goal. Otherwise, the priest will become,
God forbid, an agent for an entertainment company. Losing sight of the goal is very
easy. Most believers enjoy a priest who suits their taste. Many are disgusted by a
priest who demands they follow the Word of God. They want to live as they please.
Their priest’s goal may be to elevate them, but they want to stay spiritually low, so
they pull him down to their level. They make things difficult for him until he submits
to their demands.

The priest maintains faithful service when he is a true man of prayer. Changing and
saving people is essentially God’s work. Only God can soften and heal hearts. A
good priest presents his flock to God daily in fervent prayer. A priest, by definition,
is one who presents the world to God so that He may sanctify and transfigure it.
Frequent celebration of the Divine Liturgy aids the priest. It is unfortunate that
most priests today celebrate Divine Liturgy only on Sundays and feast days. This is
a great loss! The priests of old, in their simplicity, were aware that they were men
of prayer, more so than the priests of today. Their churches were opened daily,
morning and evening, for Orthros and Vespers. Today’s priests are tempted to be
social workers or religious workers rather than men of God.

True, their social service falls within the framework of the service of love, which is
the message of Christ and the message of his apostles after him, i.e., the priests.
However, the service of Christian love is distinguished from social service, even
though the two services intersect in a number of aspects and fields. Christian love
embraces the person, without pressure, and is directed towards him as a whole,
not limited to merely providing for a specific need. Christian love shares in suffering
with the sufferer, and believes that the sufferer is providing an opportunity for the
provider to practice Christian love. It focuses on the image of God in the person,
and not the person’s individuality. This joyful service is only achieved by a special
divine grace, which God gives to those who pray, who are well aware that their
daily communion with Him is their true provision.

The priest, with the awesome responsibility placed on his shoulders, and in the face
of many needs, may try to be satisfied with two or more ministries, and exempt
himself from others. Then he adopts the ministries that comfort him, and he may



be oblivious to this mistake. If there is no one to alert him, he gets used to what he
is doing, and his conscience no longer reproaches him and demands more from
him.

The priest may justify his weak care by saying that his parishioners do not provide
for his living conditions. This is possible; not all parishes provide for their priests in
an acceptable way. This should push him to give and serve better, relying on his
Lord, who feeds the birds of the air, which neither sow nor reap (Matt. 6:26). This
increases him in holiness; and seeing his devotion, the Lord must visit him in ways
that only He knows. Many are the virtuous priests who experienced this divine
visitation when their children neglected them. This is not a justification for the
faithful’s negligence in caring for their spiritual fathers, but rather a strengthening
for fathers, and a reminder to them that they serve God first. And God, who does
not forget anyone, will not forget them.

A priest may feel cheated when he compares himself to the richest person in his
parish. This is a great demonic temptation for him. All good fathers have
experienced that money flees from a priest as much as he runs after it, and comes
to him as much as he avoids it.

The priest is both great and small: great, because he is in the image of his Lord, not
dwelling on trifling details, but rather transcending them; and small, because he
does not disdain to condescend lovingly to the world of sinners, in order to purify
them. He is high and lofty, and at the same time very humble and low.

My Lord, make Your priests worthy of Your fulfillment. Support them, console
them, encourage them, and give them strength in the face of the many difficulties
and trials they face. Enlighten them, my Lord, with Your light, so that they may be
fulfilled with You, and may in turn fulfill the world with You.
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March 31%, 2024

Dearest Brothers and sisters in Christ,

Subject: Ushering Procedures and protocols

We are pleased to inform you that during its March 26th Meeting, the Parish Council
endorsed the new procedures and protocols for ushering. The primary aim of these
measures 1s to update ushering activities and, most importantly, to welcome new
volunteers to participate and engage in the church community's life.

As such, we are currently seeking volunteers for the month of April to help with
ushering duties and support the process. If you are available during the upcoming
weeks, please reach out to me via email or text message at the contact details below.
According to the updated protocol, the Head Usher to supervise all ushering
activities, along with 4-6 volunteer ushers who will assist the two (2) Parish Council
member volunteers.

We welcome new volunteers to serve during our liturgy, however, kindly note that
to ensure a fair opportunity for as many parishioners as possible to volunteer, only
those whose names have been announced will be serving as ushers. Others are kindly
requested to wait for their turn. Thank you for your understanding.

Thank you for your cooperation.
For the Glory of God!

Ra’ed G Dallal
raed_dallal@yahoo.ca
Text: (416) 576-3232
Call: (905) 833-2333



mailto:raed_dallal@yahoo.ca

Summary of Duties and Responsibilities

Arrive early before 9:30am

Refill Candle supply when required

Assist with seating when needed

Maintain order during the service

Collection offerings

Ensure order during communion

Counting collection tray by the appointed Board Members with Head Usher

Responsibilities of head Usher Plus One usher

Remove old burnt candles in the Candle stand

Keep the area as clean as possible

Try to make the area clear; minimize chit chat

Minimize hazards at the entrance

No more than $50 in $5 and $10 denominations shall be used as change
Bring forward the names before beginning of Liturgy

Collection Offering:
Steps for collecting the Offering

Four ushers line up in rows of two at the back of Church

At the appointed time, ushers walk forward and stand together in front of the Altar,
they will meet Abouna, they will kiss the Cross and proceed with the collection.
Ushers move in pairs to the left and right pews.

Once collection is complete, the Head Usher will wait near the front door with the large
collection basket;

All collection baskets are distributed into the large collection basket;

The two (assigned “usher” board members) will jointly walk up the stairs to deliver
money to the church office; these two (2) Ushers shall count the offering and will sign
the collection offering spreadsheet that

Is prepared by Office Manager. At the time of counting the offering, there shall only be
two (2) Ushers counting.

Ushers for Communion

Firm Ushering during communion is the key to success for an orderly movement of
people.

As the two (2) appointed “Ushers” Council Members are counting the collection,
The other ushers (4) will keep order during communion. An additional Usher is
required for the middle row

Collections

Candle BOX Retrieval
Normally completed once during the service, second after tray collection
Head Usher obtains a separate basket (different than the ones for the tray collection);



- In the presence of another Usher; box is open, money poured into the basket;

- Ensure that the candle box is locked after being emptied;

- The two (2) appointed Board Members serving as ushers take the basket up together
to deliver and count the offering. They may be assisted by the Treasurer and the vice
chair.

Counting of the Offering
- The two (2) assigned “Ushers” Board Member are responsible for counting the offering; must

always be present during the counting and depositing into church safe.
- These will be the same Ushers that will sign the collection spreadsheet as prepared by

Waddah.
- The Head Usher shall designate an additional usher to assist with the counting should the

collection require support.



